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Harold K. Bush's Continuing Bonds with the Dead examines the profound transfiguration that the death of a
child wrought on the literary work of nineteenth-century American writers. Taking as his subjects Harriet
Beecher Stowe, Abraham Lincoln, William Dean Howells, Mark Twain, and W. E. B. Du Bois, Bush
demonstrates how the death of a child became the defining "before-and-after moment" in their lives as adults
and as artists. In narrating their struggles, Bush maps the intense field of creative energy induced by
reverberating waves of parental grief and the larger nineteenth-century culture of mortality and grieving.

 

Bush explores in detail how each of these five writers grappled with and were altered by the loss of a child.
He writes, for example, with moving insights about how the famed author of Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn found himself adrift on a river of grief when meningitis struck down his daughter, Susy. In his deeply
learned exploration of Twain's subsequent work, Bush illuminates how Twain wrote to cope with Susy's
death, to make sense of her persistent presence in his life, and possibly to redeem her loss. Passionate and
personal, Bush's insightful prose traces the paths of personal transformation each of these emblematic
American writers took in order to survive the spiritual trauma of loss.

 

The savage Civil War was America's shared "before and after moment," the pivot upon which the nation's
future swung. Bush's account of these five writers' grief amplifies our understanding of America's evolving,
national relationship to mourning from then to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Benoit:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Continuing Bonds with the Dead:
Parental Grief and Nineteenth-Century American Authors (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) is kind of book
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Howard Joyce:

The publication with title Continuing Bonds with the Dead: Parental Grief and Nineteenth-Century American
Authors (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of benefit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Mary Summers:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is actually Continuing Bonds with the Dead: Parental Grief and Nineteenth-Century American
Authors (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism).

Lola Behrendt:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Continuing Bonds with the Dead:
Parental Grief and Nineteenth-Century American Authors (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to
pick Continuing Bonds with the Dead: Parental Grief and Nineteenth-Century American Authors (Amer Lit
Realism & Naturalism) become your personal starter.
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