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Although elected to the prestigious French Academy in 1990, Michel Serres has long been considered a
maverick--a provocative thinker whose prolific writings on culture, science and philosophy have often
baffled more than they have enlightened. In these five lively interviews with sociologist Bruno Latour, this
increasingly important cultural figure sheds light on the ideas that inspire his highly original, challenging,
and transdisciplinary essays.
 
Serres begins by discussing the intellectual context and historical events-- including the impact of World
War II and Hiroshima, which for him marked the beginning of science's ascendancy over the humanities--
that shaped his own philosophical outlook and led him to his lifelong mission of bringing together the texts
of the humanities and the conceptual revolutions of modern science. He then confronts the major difficulties
encountered by his readers: his methodology, his mathematician's fondness for "shortcuts" in argument, and
his criteria for juxtaposing disparate elements from different epochs and cultures in extraordinary
combinations. Finally, he discusses his ethic for the modern age--a time when scientific advances have
replaced the natural necessities of disease and disaster with humankind's frightening new responsibility for
vital things formerly beyond its control.
 
In the course of these conversations Serres revisits and illuminates many of his themes: the chaotic nature of
knowledge, the need for connections between science and the humanities, the futility of traditional criticism,
and what he calls his "philosophy of prepositions"--an argument for considering prepositions, rather than the
conventionally emphasized verbs and substantives, as the linguistic keys to understanding human
interactions. For readers familiar with Serres's works as well as for the uninitiated, Conversations on a Life
in Philosophy provides fascinating insights into the mind of this appealing, innovative and ardent thinker.
 
Michel Serres has taught at Clermont-Ferrand, at the University of Paris VIII (Vincennes) and at the
Sorbonne. He has served as visiting professor at Johns Hopkins University and has been on the faculty of
Stanford University since 1984. Bruno Latour, a philosopher and anthropologist, is Professor of Sociology,
L'Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Mines in Paris. He has written several books and numerous articles on the
ties between the sciences and the rest of culture and society.
 
Roxanne Lapidus is Managing Editor of SubStance: A Review of Theory and Literary Criticism.
Conversations on a Life in Philosophy was originally published in France as Eclaircissements.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Conversations on Science, Culture, and Time: Michel Serres with Bruno
Latour (Studies in Literature and Science). Try to stumble through book Conversations on Science, Culture,
and Time: Michel Serres with Bruno Latour (Studies in Literature and Science) as your friend. It means that
it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Alice Lawson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Conversations on Science, Culture, and Time:
Michel Serres with Bruno Latour (Studies in Literature and Science) as the daily resource information.

Cheryl Fisher:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Conversations on Science, Culture, and Time: Michel Serres
with Bruno Latour (Studies in Literature and Science) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Elisa Dumont:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Conversations on Science, Culture,
and Time: Michel Serres with Bruno Latour (Studies in Literature and Science) can be the response, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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