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Since the mid-1980s, whimsical, brightly colored wood carvings from the Mexican state of Oaxaca have
found their way into gift shops and private homes across the United States and Europe, as Western
consumers seek to connect with the authenticity and tradition represented by indigenous folk arts. Ironically,
however, the Oaxacan wood carvings are not a traditional folk art. Invented in the mid-twentieth century by
non-Indian Mexican artisans for the tourist market, their appeal flows as much from intercultural
miscommunication as from their intrinsic artistic merit.

In this beautifully illustrated book, Michael Chibnik offers the first in-depth look at the international trade in
Oaxacan wood carvings, including their history, production, marketing, and cultural representations.
Drawing on interviews he conducted in the carving communities and among wholesalers, retailers, and
consumers, he follows the entire production and consumption cycle, from the harvesting of copal wood to
the final purchase of the finished piece. Along the way, he describes how and why this "invented tradition"
has been promoted as a "Zapotec Indian" craft and explores its similarities with other local crafts with longer
histories. He also fully discusses the effects on local communities of participating in the global market,
concluding that the trade in Oaxacan wood carvings is an almost paradigmatic case study of globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Ethridge:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Crafting Tradition: The Making and Marketing of
Oaxacan Wood Carvings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozana Long Series in Latin American and Latino Art and
Culture (Paperback)).

John Richey:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Crafting Tradition: The Making and
Marketing of Oaxacan Wood Carvings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozana Long Series in Latin American and Latino
Art and Culture (Paperback)) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Larry Chaffin:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Crafting Tradition: The Making and
Marketing of Oaxacan Wood Carvings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozana Long Series in Latin American and Latino
Art and Culture (Paperback)) can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Crafting Tradition: The Making and Marketing of Oaxacan Wood Carvings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozana Long
Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture (Paperback)).

Betty Dansby:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Crafting Tradition: The Making and
Marketing of Oaxacan Wood Carvings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozana Long Series in Latin American and Latino
Art and Culture (Paperback)) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is



developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book
and examine it. Beside that the e-book Crafting Tradition: The Making and Marketing of Oaxacan Wood
Carvings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozana Long Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture (Paperback))
can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their
time.
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