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"Balzac [was] the master unequalled in the art of painting humanity as it existsin modern society,”" wrote
George Sand. "He searched and dared everything."

Written between 1837 and 1843, L ost Illusions reveals, perhaps better than any other of Balzac's ninety-two
novels, the nature and scope of his genius. The story of Lucien Chardon, ayoung poet from Angouléme who
tries desperately to make a name for himself in Paris, isabrilliantly realistic and boldly satirical portrait of
provincial manners and aristocratic life. Handsome and ambitious but naive, Lucien is patronized by the beau
monde as represented by Madame de Bargeton and her cousin, the formidable Marquise d'Espard, only to be
duped by them. Denied the social rank he thought would be his, Lucien discards his poetic aspirations and
turns to hack journalism; his descent into Parisian low life ultimately leads to his own death.

"Balzac was both a greedy child and an indefatigable observer of a greedy age, at once afantastic and a
genius, yet possessing a simple core of common sense," noted V. S. Pritchett, one of his several biographers.
Another, André Maurois, concluded: "Balzac was by turns a saint, acriminal, an honest judge, a corrupt
judge, aminister, afob, aharlot, a duchess, and always a genius.”

This Modern Library edition presents the trandlation by Kathleen Raine.
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From reader reviews:
Travis Wysocki:

Within other case, little people like to read book Lost Illusions (Modern Library Classics). Y ou can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant some sort of book L ost
Illusions (Modern Library Classics). Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way
of abook. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we can open abook or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

David Hedges:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthis particular aren't like that. This Lost Illusions (Modern Library Classics) book is readable by means
of you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Lost
Illusions (Modern Library Classics) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different asit. So, do you still thinking
Lost Illusions (Modern Library Classics) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Arthur Pineda:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Lost Illusions (Modern Library
Classics), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind
of hangout typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Cheri Tow:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be Lost Illusions (Modern Library Classics) why because the excellent cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will
be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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