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Few figures in modern French history have aroused more controversy than Marshal Philippe Pétain, who
rose from obscurity to great fame in the First World War only to fall into infamy during the dark days of
Nazi occupation in World War II. Pétain’s brilliant theories of firepower and flexible defense, as well as his
deep empathy for the soldiers of France and the horrific trials they endured on a daily basis, mark him as one
of the greatest Allied generals of World War I. Yet today he is best remembered as the nearly senile marshal
who was handed the reins of power in France in the midst of the disastrous 1940 campaign and tasked with
seeking terms from Nazi Germany. His leadership of Vichy France from 1940 to 1944 and his postwar
conviction of treason and lifetime exile to the Ile d'Yeu made him a scapegoat for the nation.

This later perception forever tainted Pétain’s military reputation as a soldier who served France his entire life
and led the French Army through the crucible of Verdun, the morale crisis of 1917, and on to final victory in
the Great War. He was despised for his actions as an octogenarian in June 1940. With the bulk of the French
Army already destroyed and Paris itself wide-open to attack, Pétain, then eighty-four, immediately sought an
armistice with Germany to halt further bloodshed. While others fled, Pétain took what he considered the
braver course by staying and doing what he could to safeguard the remnants of his army and his nation. So
began his descent into collaboration, treason, and the destruction of all that he had accomplished and stood
for throughout his life.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Tillman:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time,
the book you have read is actually Petain: Verdun to Vichy (Military Profiles).

Peter Burnett:

Petain: Verdun to Vichy (Military Profiles) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Petain: Verdun to
Vichy (Military Profiles) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Agnes Shivers:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Petain: Verdun to Vichy
(Military Profiles) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Sharon Grace:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Petain: Verdun to Vichy (Military
Profiles) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book
and learn it. Beside that the publication Petain: Verdun to Vichy (Military Profiles) can to be your brand new
friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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