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Part of the Reacting to the Past series, The Threshold of Democracy re-creates the intellectual dynamics
of one of the most formative periods in the human experience.

After nearly three decades of war, Sparta crushed democratic Athens, destroyed its great walls and warships,
occupied the city, and installed a brutal regime, “the Thirty Tyrants.” The excesses of the tyrants resulted in
civil war, and, as the game begins, they have been expelled and the democracy restored. But doubts about
democracy remain, expressed most ingeniously by Socrates and his young supporters. Will Athens retain a
political system where all decisions are made by an Assembly of six thousand or so citizens? Will leaders
continue to be chosen by random lottery? Will citizenship be broadened to include slaves who fought for the
democracy and foreign-born metics who paid taxes in its support? Will Athens rebuild its long walls and
warships and again extract tribute from city-states throughout the eastern Mediterranean? These and other
issues are sorted out by a polity fractured into radical and moderate democrats, oligarchs, and Socratics,
among others.

The debates are informed by Plato’s Republic, as well as excerpts from Thucydides, Xenophon, and other
contemporary sources. By examining democracy at its threshold, the game provides the perspective to
consider its subsequent evolution.

Reacting to the Past is a series of historical role-playing games that explore important ideas by re-creating
the contexts that shaped them. Students are assigned roles, informed by classic texts, set in particular
moments of intellectual and social ferment.

An award-winning active-learning pedagogy, Reacting to the Past improves speaking, writing, and
leadership skills, promotes engagement with classic texts and history, and builds learning communities.
Reacting can be used across the curriculum, from the first-year general education class to “capstone”
experiences. A Reacting game can also function as the discussion component of lecture classes, or it can be
enlisted for intersession courses, honors programs, and other specialized curricular purposes.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Carrillo:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403
B.C. (Reacting to the Past) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Helen Albertson:

Here thing why that The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. (Reacting to the Past) are different
and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content from it which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. (Reacting to the
Past) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
book that similar with The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. (Reacting to the Past). It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. (Reacting to the Past) in e-book can be your substitute.

Nancy Royals:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. (Reacting to the Past) your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403
B.C. (Reacting to the Past) giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Richard Lawrence:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Threshold of Democracy: Athens
in 403 B.C. (Reacting to the Past) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of



benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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