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The best-known and most sensational event in Vincent van Gogh'slife is also the least understood. For more
than a century, biographers and historians seeking definitive facts about what happened on a December night
in Arles have unearthed more questions than answers. Why would an artist at the height of his powers
commit such a brutal act? Who was the mysterious “Rachel” to whom he presented his macabre gift? Did he
use arazor or aknife? Wasit just a ssgment—or did VVan Gogh really lop off hisentire ear?

In Van Gogh's Ear, Bernadette Murphy reveals, for the first time, the true story of this long-misunderstood
incident, sweeping away decades of myth and giving us a glimpse of atroubled but brilliant artist at his
breaking point. Murphy’s detective work takes her from Europe to the United States and back, from the
holdings of major museums to the moldering contents of forgotten archives. She braids together her own
thrilling journey of discovery with anarrative of Van Gogh’slifein Arles, the sleepy Provencal town where
he created his finest work, and vividly reconstructs the world in which he moved—the madams and
prostitutes, café patrons and police inspectors, shepherds and bohemian artists. We encounter Van Gogh's
brother and benefactor Theo, his guest and fellow painter Paul Gauguin, and many local subjects of Van
Gogh’ s paintings, some of whom Murphy identifies for the first time. Strikingly, Murphy uncovers
previously unknown information about “ Rachel”—and usesit to propose a bold new hypothesis about what
was occurring in Van Gogh's heart and mind as he made a mysterious delivery to her doorstep.

Asit reopens one of art history’s most famous cold cases, Van Gogh's Ear becomes a fascinating work of
detection. It isalso a study of a painter creating his most iconic and revolutionary work, pushing himself ever
closer to greatness even as he edged toward madness—and one fateful sweep of the blade that would
resonate through the ages.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Kline;

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little sparetime? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
amove, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Van Gogh's
Ear? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Joyce Jacobs:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual isyou don't know which you should start with. This Van Gogh's Ear is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Randolph Dilworth:

The actual book Van Gogh's Ear has alot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get alot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research
just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning
this book.

Bradley Harshbarger:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Van Gogh's Ear your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in areserve
then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Van Gogh's Ear
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern hereis your body and mind are going to
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?
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