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Robert S. Paul suggests that the reason detective fiction has won legions of readers may be that "the writer of
detective fiction, without conscious intent, appeals directly to those moral and spiritual roots of society
unconsciously affirmed and endorsed by the readers."

Because detective stories deal with crime and punishment they cannot help dealing implicitly with
theological issues, such as the reality of good and evil, the recognition that humankind has the potential for
both, the nature of evidence (truth and error), the significance of our existence in a rational order and hence
the reality of truth, and the value of the individual in a civilized society.

Paul argues that the genre traces its true beginning to the Enlightenment and documents two related but
different reactions to the theological issues involved: first, a line of writers who are generally positive in
relation to their cultural setting, such as Edgar Allan Poe, Wilkie Collins, Conan Doyle; and second, a
reactionary strain, critical of the prevailing culture, that begins in William Godwin’s Caleb Williams and
continues through the anti-heroic writers like Arsène Lupin to Raymond Chandler, Dashiell Hammett, and
John MacDonald.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Beattie:

The book Whatever Happened to Sherlock Holmes?: Detective Fiction, Popular Theology, and Society gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make reading a book Whatever Happened to Sherlock Holmes?: Detective Fiction, Popular Theology,
and Society for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and
read a reserve Whatever Happened to Sherlock Holmes?: Detective Fiction, Popular Theology, and Society.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this book?

Elijah McWhorter:

Often the book Whatever Happened to Sherlock Holmes?: Detective Fiction, Popular Theology, and Society
will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Whatever Happened
to Sherlock Holmes?: Detective Fiction, Popular Theology, and Society is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Danny Solberg:

The book untitled Whatever Happened to Sherlock Holmes?: Detective Fiction, Popular Theology, and
Society is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will
be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Whatever Happened to Sherlock Holmes?:
Detective Fiction, Popular Theology, and Society from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Lorene Williamson:

The particular book Whatever Happened to Sherlock Holmes?: Detective Fiction, Popular Theology, and
Society has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.
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