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The concept of the will is essential to Western thought. Whereas Greek philosophers developed no single
model of the will, Christian philosophers explored the idea of the individual will and its relationship with
God as well as the possibility for self-determination. John H. Smith reexamines the will in terms of the
philosophical debates that began in the seventeenth century. He looks at the act of willing as existing in a
domain of contradictions, such as freedom and determinism and unity and fragmentation, to

explain how we can be considered free beings. Dialectics of the Will thus develops a new model of human
agency by analyzing modem and postmodern theory in Germany and France.

The dialectical model of the will that Smith posits contributes to ongoing discussions of freedom, power, and
understanding in Western thought. After examining a range of historical debates about the will and the
possibilities and limitations essential to this concept, he examines the works of Kant, Nietzsche, and
Heidegger and their reception by Adorno, Lacan, Habermas, Foucault, Gadamer, and Derrida. By engaging
conflicting theoretical positions of contemporary French and German thinkers, Smith demonstrates how
theorists rely upon and can benefit from a dialectical conception of willing.

Dialectics of the Will is a fascinating study that will interest feminist and gender theorists as well as students
and scholars of German philosophy, critical theory, and intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Frances:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Dialectics of the Will: Freedom, Power, and Understanding
in Modern French and German Thought (Kritik: German Literary Theory and Cultural Studies Series) will
make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of
you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Robert Thomas:

The book Dialectics of the Will: Freedom, Power, and Understanding in Modern French and German
Thought (Kritik: German Literary Theory and Cultural Studies Series) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
Dialectics of the Will: Freedom, Power, and Understanding in Modern French and German Thought (Kritik:
German Literary Theory and Cultural Studies Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Dialectics of the Will: Freedom, Power, and Understanding in Modern
French and German Thought (Kritik: German Literary Theory and Cultural Studies Series) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Guadalupe Marshall:

Beside this particular Dialectics of the Will: Freedom, Power, and Understanding in Modern French and
German Thought (Kritik: German Literary Theory and Cultural Studies Series) in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Dialectics of the Will: Freedom, Power, and Understanding in
Modern French and German Thought (Kritik: German Literary Theory and Cultural Studies Series) because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item?
Find this book as well as read it from at this point!



Darlene Heckart:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Dialectics of the Will: Freedom, Power, and Understanding in Modern French and German
Thought (Kritik: German Literary Theory and Cultural Studies Series) can make you feel more interested to
read.
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