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Hidden lives, hidden history, and hidden manuscripts. In The Virgin of Guadal upe and the Conversos,
Marie-Theresa Herndndez unmasks the secret lives of conversos and judaizantes and their likely influence on
the Catholic Church in the New World.

The terms converso and judaizante are often used for descendants of Spanish Jews (the Sephardi, or
Sefarditas as they are sometimes called), who converted under duress to Christianity in the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries. There are few, if any, archival documents that prove the existence of judaizantes after the
Spanish expulsion of the Jewsin 1492 and the Portuguese expulsion in 1497, asit is unlikely that a secret
Jew in sixteenth-century Spain would have documented his allegiance to the Law of Moses, thereby
providing evidence for the Inquisition.

On aDa Vinci Code — style quest, Herndndez persisted in hunting for a trove of forgotten manuscripts at the
New York Public Library. These documents, once unearthed, describe the Jewish/Christian religious beliefs
of an early nineteenth-century Catholic priest in Mexico City, focusing on the relationship between the
Virgin of Guadalupe and Judaism. With this discovery in hand, the author traces the cult of Guadalupe
backwards to its fourteenth-century Spanish origins. The trail from that point forward can then be followed
to itsinterface with early modern conversos and their descendants at the highest levels of the Church and the
monarchy in Spain and Colonial Mexico. She describes key players who were somehow immune to the
dangers of the Inquisition and who were allowed the freedom to display, albeit in a camouflaged manner,
vestiges of their family's Jewish identity.

By exploring the narratives produced by these individuals, Hernandez reveals the existence of those
conversos and judai zantes who did not return to the “ covenantal bond of rabbinic law,” who did not publicly
identify themselves as Jews, and who continued to exhibit in their influential writings a covert allegiance and
longing for a Jewish past. Thisis a spellbinding and controversial story that offers a fresh perspective on the
origins and history of conversos.
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From reader reviews:
Ruth Brown:

This book untitled The Virgin of Guadal upe and the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain
to Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Culturesin the United States) to be one of several books which best
seller in thisyear, thisis because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will
easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone.
So thereis no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Stanley Wélls:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
any book. It isreally funin your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading areserve. The book The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos. Uncovering Hidden Influences
from Spain to Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Culturesin the United States) it is quite good to read. There
are alot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from
the smart phone. The priceis not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Richard Nix:

This The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico
(Latinidad: Transnational Culturesin the United States) is completely new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Virgin of
Guadalupe and the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico (L atinidad:
Transnational Culturesin the United States) can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So thereis no in reading a e-book especially this one.
Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind
for your better life along with knowledge.

Alice Rodriguez:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of



book The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos. Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico
(Latinidad: Transnational Culturesin the United States). Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing
the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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