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Film history identifies Italian neorealism as the exemplar of national cinema, a specifically domestic
response to wartime atrocities. Brutal Vision challenges this orthodoxy by arguing that neorealist
films—including such classics as Rome, Open City; Paisan; Shoeshine; and Bicycle Thieves—should be
understood less as national products and more as complex agents of a postwar reorganization of global
politics. For these films, cinema facilitates the liberal humanist sympathy required to usher in a new era of
world stability.

In his readings of crucial films and newly discovered documents from the archives of neorealism’s
international distribution, Karl Schoonover reveals how these films used images of the imperiled body to
reconstitute the concept of the human and to recalibrate the scale of human community. He traces how
Italian neorealism emerges from and consolidates the transnational space of the North Atlantic, with
scenarios of physical suffering dramatizing the geopolitical stakes of a newly global vision. Here we see
how—in their views of injury, torture, and martyrdom—these films propose a new mode of spectating that
answers the period’s call for extranational witnesses, makes the imposition of limited sovereignty palatable,
and underwrites a new visual politics of liberal compassion that Schoonover calls brutal humanism.

These films redefine moviegoing as a form of political action and place the filmgoer at the center of a
postwar geopolitics of international aid. Brutal Vision interrogates the role of neorealism’s famously heart-
wrenching scenes in a new global order that requires its citizenry to invest emotionally in large-scale
international aid packages, from the Marshall Plan to the liberal charity schemes of NGOs. The book
fundamentally revises ideas of cinematic specificity, the human, and geopolitical scale that we inherit from
neorealism and its postwar milieu—ideas that continue to set the terms for political filmmaking today.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Brutal Vision: The Neorealist Body in Postwar Italian Cinema? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Jodi Saldana:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their can do this.
It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería
until university need this particular Brutal Vision: The Neorealist Body in Postwar Italian Cinema to read.

Betty Young:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Brutal
Vision: The Neorealist Body in Postwar Italian Cinema.

Angela Yoder:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Brutal Vision: The Neorealist Body in Postwar Italian Cinema provide you with new experience in
examining a book.
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