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An intimate look into three Victorian photo-settings, Pleasures Taken considers questions of loss and
sexuality asthey are raised by some of the most compelling and often misrepresented photographs of the era:
Lewis Carroll’ s photographs of young girls; Julia Margaret Cameron’s photographs of Madonnas; and the
photographs of Hannah Cullwick, a"maid of al work," who had herself pictured in a range of masquerades,
from a blackened chimney sweep to a bare-chested Magdalene. Reading these settings performatively, Carol
Mavor shifts the focus toward the subjectivity of these girls and women, and toward herself as awriter.
Mavor’s original approach to these photographs emphatically sees sexuality where it has been previously
rendered invisible. She insists that the sexuality of the girlsin Carroll’s picturesis not only present, but
deserves recognition, respect, and scrutiny. Similarly, she seesin Cameron’ s photographs of sensual
Madonnas surprising visions of motherhood that outstrip both Victorian and contemporary understandings of
the maternal as untouchable and inviolate, without sexuality. Finally she shows how Hannah Cullwick,
posing in various masguerades for her secret paramour, emerges as a subject with desires rather than simply
avictim of her upper-class partner. Even when confronting the darker areas of these photographs, Mavor
perseveres in her insistence on the pleasures taken—nby the viewer, the photographer, and often by the model
herself—in the act of imagining these sexudlities. Inspired by Roland Barthes, and drawing on other theorists
such as JuliaKristeva and Luce Irigaray, Mavor creates atext that is at once interdisciplinary, personal, and
profoundly pleasurable.
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From reader reviews:
Bessie Barrett:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Lossin Victorian
Photographs.

Sandra Byrom:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Lossin Victorian
Photographs book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer of Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Lossin Victorian Photographs
content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different by means of it. So, do you even now thinking Pleasures Taken:
Performances of Sexuality and Lossin Victorian Photographsis not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

William Sinclair :

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Pleasures Taken:
Performances of Sexuality and Loss in Victorian Photographs that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for al you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Lossin
Victorian Photographs become your persona starter.

Thomas Busch:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose the book Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and
Lossin Victorian Photographs to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It isto be very first



opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the book Pleasures Taken: Performances
of Sexuality and Lossin Victorian Photographs can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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