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The Church of the Holy Spirit, written by Russian priest and scholar Nicholas Afanasiev (1893–1966), is one
of the most important works of twentieth-century Orthodox theology. Afanasiev was a member of the “Paris
School” of émigré intellectuals who gathered in Paris after the Russian revolution, where he became a
member of the faculty of St. Sergius Orthodox Seminary. The Church of the Holy Spirit, which offers a
rediscovery of the eucharistic and communal nature of the church in the first several centuries, was written
over a number of years beginning in the 1940s and continuously revised until its posthumous publication in
French in 1971.

Vitaly Permiakov's lucid translation and Michael Plekon's careful editing and substantive introduction make
this important work available for the first time to an English-speaking audience.
 
"Nicholas Afanasiev is perhaps the most important ecclesiologist of modern times in the Orthodox world.
The Church of the Holy Spirit is a very important book, a magnum opus, demonstrating that Afanasiev
himself is undoubtedly a major twentieth-century theologian.” —John McGuckin, Nielsen Professor of
Early Ecclesiastical History, Union Theological Seminary
 
“One of the great contributions of the Second Vatican Council was its recovery of a Eucharistic ecclesiology.
Yet over a decade before the council, one of the most influential theologians of the Eastern Orthodox
communion, Nicholas Afanasiev, was helping his own tradition recover its Eucharistic foundations. The
publication of one of his most significant works, The Church of the Holy Spirit, which the University of
Notre Dame Press has now made available in English translation, will allow contemporary readers to
discover the provocative, insightful and sometimes idiosyncratic perspectives of this seminal Orthodox
theologian.” —Richard R. Gaillardetz, Murray/Bacik Professor of Catholic Studies, University of
Toledo.
 
“Fr. Nicholas Afanasiev's The Church of the Holy Spirit is truly a seminal work of the twentieth-century, an
indispensable monument of theological reflection on the Church and her Liturgy. Written over many years,
in sustained engagement with the historical experience of the Church and contemporary Eastern and Western
theology, the work became itself a catalyst in both eucharistic practice and ecclesiological reflection. This
splendid English translation will provide the opportunity for Afanasiev's contribution to be more fully
appreciated and critically appropriated.” —Rev. Dr. John Behr, Dean, St Vladimir's Orthodox
Theological Seminary
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From reader reviews:

Patricia White:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Church of the
Holy Spirit suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled
The Church of the Holy Spiritis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Pamela Adair:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try
to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of
them is this The Church of the Holy Spirit.

Robert Caceres:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is The Church of the Holy Spirit this book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Leon Bailey:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication The Church of the Holy Spirit was filled with regards to science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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