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Value chain–based approaches offer tremendous scope for market-based improvements in production,
productivity, rural economy diversification, and household incomes, but are often covered by literature that
is too conceptual or heavily focused on analysis. This has created a gap in the information available to
planners, practitioners, and value chain participants. Furthermore, few references are available on how these
approaches can be applied specifically to developing agriculture in Africa.

'Building Competitiveness in Africa’s Agriculture: A Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications'
describes practical implementation approaches and illustrates them with scores of real African agribusiness
case studies. Using these examples, the 'Guide' presents a range of concepts, analytical tools, and
methodologies centered on the value chain that can be used to design, implement, and evaluate agricultural
and agribusiness development initiatives. It stresses principles of market focus, collaboration, information
sharing, and innovation.

The 'Guide' begins by examining core concepts and issues related to value chains. A brief literature review
then focuses on five topics of particular relevance to African agricultural value chains. These topics address
challenges faced by value chain participants and practitioners that resonate through the many cases described
in the book.

The core of the book presents methodological tools and approaches that blend important value chain
concepts with the topics and with sound business principles. The tools and case studies have been selected
for their usefulness in supporting market-driven, private-sector initiatives to improve value chains. The
'Guide' offers 13 implementation approaches, presented within the implementation cycle of a value chain
program, followed by descriptions of actual cases. Roughly 60 percent of the examples are from Africa,
while the rest come from Europe, Latin America, and Asia.

The 'Guide' offers useful guidance to businesspeople, policy makers, representatives of farmer or trade
organizations, and others who are engaged in agro-enterprise and agribusiness development. These readers
will learn how to use value chain approaches in ways that can contribute to sound operational decisions,
improved market linkage, and better results for enterprise and industry development.
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From reader reviews:

Berneice Ritzman:

This Building Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture: A Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications
(Agriculture and Rural Development Series) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Building Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture: A Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications
(Agriculture and Rural Development Series) without we know teach the one who studying it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Building Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture: A
Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications (Agriculture and Rural Development Series) can bring
when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Building Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture: A Guide to Value
Chain Concepts and Applications (Agriculture and Rural Development Series) having fine arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Richard Ybarra:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Building Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture:
A Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications (Agriculture and Rural Development Series) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Stephen Hawkins:

Building Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture: A Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications
(Agriculture and Rural Development Series) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Building
Competitiveness in Africa's Agriculture: A Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications (Agriculture
and Rural Development Series) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.



Samuel Gorman:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Building Competitiveness in Africa's
Agriculture: A Guide to Value Chain Concepts and Applications (Agriculture and Rural Development
Series) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.
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