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The poet is the sayer, the namer, and represents beauty. He is a sovereign, and stands on the centre.”Ralph
Waldo Emerson, from "The Poet"

"[The poet] isaseer.... heisindividual... heis complete in himself.... the others are as good as he, only he
sees it and they do not. Heis not one of the chorus. "AWalt Whitman, from the preface to Leaves of Grass

Poetry has always given rise to interpretation, judgment, and controversy. Indeed, the history of poetry
criticismisasrich and varied ajourney as the history of poetry itself. But classic writings such as Emerson's
essay "The Poet" and Whitman's preface to Leaves of Grass serve as more than a critical "call and response”:
the works are striking examples of how the finest poets themselves have written on poetics and the works of
their peers and predecessors?revealing, in the process, much about the theory and passion behind their own
works.

Spanning thousands of years and including thirty-three of the most influential critical essays ever written,
Classic Writings on Poetry is the first major anthology of criticism devoted exclusively to poetry. Beginning
with asurvey of the history of poetics and providing an introduction and brief biography for each reading,
esteemed poet and critic William Harmon takes readers from Plato's Republic and Aristotle's Poetics to the
Norse mythology of Snorri Sturluson's Skaldskaparmal. John Dryden's An Essay of Dramatic Poesy and
Shelley's A Defence of Poetry are included, asis an excerpt from Elizabeth Barrett Browning's verse novel
Aurora Leigh, arriving, finally, at the modernist sensibility of "Poetic Reality and Critical Unreality," by
Laura (Riding) Jackson. For anyone interested in the art and artifice of poetry, Classic Writings on Poetry is
ajourney well worth taking.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Barton:

Here thing why this Classic Writings on Poetry are different and dependable to be yours. First of al reading
through a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or
not. Classic Writings on Poetry giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no guide that similar with Classic Writings on Poetry. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Classic
Writings on Poetry in e-book can be your option.

Mar gar et Jackson:

Now aday folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individualsto be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Classic Writings on Poetry book
because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees
thereis no doubt in it you may already know.

Billie Gould:

The experience that you get from Classic Writings on Poetry is a more deep you excavating the information
that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to comprehend but Classic Writings on Poetry giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
reserve iswell-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this kind of Classic Writings on Poetry instantly.

William Bell:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Classic Writings on Poetry reserve
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Classic Writings on Poetry as good book but not only by
the cover but also by the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't judge book by itsinclude, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted
you so why you haveto listening to a different sixth sense.
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