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Dream interpretation was a prominent feature of the intellectual and imaginative world of late antiquity, for
martyrs and magicians, philosophers and theologians, polytheists and monotheists alike. Finding it difficult
to account for the prevalence of dream-divination, modern scholarship has often condemned it as a cultural
weakness, a mass lapse into mere superstition. In this book, Patricia Cox Miller draws on pagan, Jewish, and
Christian sources and modern semiotic theory to demonstrate the integral importance of dreams in late-
antique thought and life. She argues that Graeco-Roman dream literature functioned as a language of signs
that formed a personal and cultural pattern of imagination and gave tangible substance to ideas such as time,
cosmic history, and the self.

Miller first discusses late-antique theories of dreaming, with emphasis on theological, philosophical, and
hermeneutical methods of deciphering dreams as well as the practical uses of dreams, especially in magic
and the cult of Asclepius. She then considers the cases of six Graeco-Roman dreamers: Hermas, Perpetua,
Aelius Aristides, Jerome, Gregory of Nyssa, and Gregory of Nazianus. Her detailed readings illuminate the
ways in which dreams provided solutions to ethical and religious problems, allowed for the reconfiguration
of gender and identity, provided occasions for the articulation of ethical ideas, and altogether served as a
means of making sense and order of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Primeaux:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
allowed Dreams in Late Antiquity? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Deborah Mele:

This Dreams in Late Antiquity tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Dreams in Late Antiquity can be one of the great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock
your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Dreams in Late Antiquity forcing you to have
an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Laverne Jackson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Dreams in Late Antiquity can give you a
lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Dreams in Late Antiquity.

Donald Fujita:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Dreams in Late Antiquity to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading.
Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and
examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the e-
book Dreams in Late Antiquity can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of their time.
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