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From the ancient Egyptian inventors of the love lyric to contemporary poets, Bending the Bow: An Anthology

of African Love Poetry gathers together both written and sung love poetry from Africa.

         This anthology is a work of literary archaeology that lays bare a genre of African poetry that has been

overshadowed by political poetry. Frank Chipasula has assembled a historically and geographically

comprehensive wealth of African love poetry that spans more than three thousand years. By collecting a

continent’s celebrations and explorations of the nature of love, he expands African literature into the sublime

territory of the heart.

            Bending the Bow traces the development of African love poetry from antiquity to modernity while

establishing a cross-millennial dialogue. The anonymously written love poems from Pharaonic Egypt that

open the anthology both predate Biblical love poetry and reveal the longevity of written love poetry in

Africa. The middle section is devoted to sung love poetry from all regions of the continent. These great

works serve as the foundation for modern poetry and testify to love poetry’s omnipresence in Africa. The

final section, showcasing forty-eight modern African poets, celebrates the genre’s continuing vitality.

Among those represented are Muyaka bin Hajji and Shaaban Robert, two major Swahili poets; Gabriel

Okara, the innovative though underrated Nigerian poet; Léopold Sédar Senghor, the first president of

Senegal and a founder of the Negritude Movement in francophone African literature; Rashidah Ismaili from

Benin; Flavien Ranaivo from Madagascar; and Gabeba Baderoon from South Africa. 

            Ranging from the subtly suggestive to the openly erotic, this collection highlights love’s endurance in

a world too often riven by contention. Bending the Bow bears testimony to poetry’s role as conciliator while

opening up a new area of study for scholars and students.
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From reader reviews:

Yvonne Wagner:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Bending the Bow:
An Anthology of African Love Poetry? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Kathi Adamo:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Bending the Bow: An Anthology of African
Love Poetry. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources
or other social media.

Emily Boyd:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important usually. The book Bending the Bow: An Anthology of African Love Poetry ended up being
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication Bending the Bow: An Anthology of African Love Poetry is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Bending the
Bow: An Anthology of African Love Poetry. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Joel Padilla:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Bending the Bow: An Anthology of
African Love Poetry publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Bending the Bow:
An Anthology of African Love Poetry as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.
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