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More Damning than Saughter is the first broad study of desertion in the Confederate army. Incorporating
extensive archival research with a synthesis of other secondary material, Mark A. Weitz confronts a question
never fully addressed until now: did desertion hurt the Confederacy?

Coupled with problems such as speculation, food and clothing shortages, conscription, taxation, and a
pervasive focus on the protection of local interests, desertion started as a military problem and spilled over
into the civilian world. Fostered by a military culture that treated absenteeism leniently early in the war,
desertion steadily increased and by 1863 reached epidemic proportions. A Union policy that permitted
Confederate deserters to swear allegiance to the Union and then return home encouraged desertion. Equally
important in persuading men to desert was the direct appeal from loved ones on the home front—Ietters from
wives begging soldiers to come home for harvests, births, and other events.

By 1864 deserter bands infested some portion of every Confederate state. Preying on the civilian population,
many of these bands became irregular military units that frustrated virtually every effort to subdue them.
Ultimately, desertion not only depleted the Confederate army but also threatened “home” and undermined
civilian morale. By examining desertion, Weitz assesses how deteriorating southern civilian morale and
growing unwillingness to contribute goods and services to the war led to defeat.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Bass;

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled More Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate
Army. Try to stumble through book More Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army as
your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Clarence Nelson:

This book untitled More Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onit.
Y ou will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So thereis no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Jimmy Hostetter:

The particular book More Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army hasalot info on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

James L abrecque:

Y ou can find this More Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solveissue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal waysto get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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