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“A virtuoso storyteller in avery American vein” (Phillip Lopate), Rinker Buck reads his epic account of
traveling the length of the Oregon Trail the old-fashioned way—in a covered wagon with ateam of mules, an
audacious journey that hasn't been attempted in a century—which also tells the rich history of the trail, the
people who made the migration, and its significance to the country.

Spanning two thousand miles and traversing six states from Missouri to the Pacific coast, the Oregon Trail is
the route that made America. In the fifteen years before the Civil War, when 400,000 pioneers used the trail
to emigrate West—scholars still regard this as the largest land migration in history—it united the coasts,
doubled the size of the country, and laid the groundwork for the railroads. Today, amazingly, the trail is all
but forgotten.

Rinker Buck is no stranger to grand adventures. Hisfirst travel narrative, Flight of Passage, was hailed by
The New Yorker as “afunny, cocky gem of abook,” and with The Oregon Trail he brings the most important
route in American history back to glorious and vibrant life.

Traveling from St. Joseph, Missouri, to Baker City, Oregon, over the course of four months, Buck was
accompanied by three cantankerous mules, his boisterous brother, Nick, and an “incurably filthy” Jack
Russell terrier named Olive Oyl. Along the way, they dodge thunderstorms in Nebraska, chase runaway
mules across the Wyoming plains, scout more than five hundred miles of nearly vanished trail on foot, cross
the Rockies, and make desperate fifty-mile forced marches for water. The Buck brothers repair so many
broken wheels and axels that they nearly reinvent the art of wagon travel itself. They also must reckon with
the ghost of their father, an eccentric yet loveable dreamer whose memory inspired their journey across the
plains and whaose premature death, many years earlier, has haunted them both ever since.

But The Oregon Trail is much more than an epic adventure. It is also alively and essential work of history
that shatters the comforting myths about the trail years passed down by generations of Americans. Buck
introduces listeners to the largely forgotten roles played by trailblazing evangelists, friendly Indian tribes,
femal e pioneers, bumbling US Army cavalrymen, and the scam artists who flocked to the frontier to fleece
the overland emigrants. Generous portions of the audiobook are devoted to the history of old and appealing
things like the mule and the wagon. We also learn how the trail accelerated American economic
development. Most arresting, perhaps, are the stories of the pioneers themselves—ordinary families whose
extraordinary courage and sacrifice made this country what it became.

At once amajestic journey across the West, a significant work of history, and a moving personal saga, The

Oregon Trail draws listeners into the journey of alifetime. It is awildly ambitious work of nonfiction from a
true American original. It is an audiobook with a heart as big as the country it crosses.
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From reader reviews:
Jacob King:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you arein the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
hereis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Oregon Trail: A New American Journey why because the
excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Elizabeth Hager:

The book untitled The Oregon Trail: A New American Journey contain alot of information on the item. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you
in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
start their official web-site and also order it. Have a hice go through.

Carolyn Foley:

This The Oregon Trail: A New American Journey is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or you who gtill having bit of digest in reading this The Oregon Trail: A New American Journey can
be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
thereisno in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So, don't missthis! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Gay Swiderski:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. Aswe
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can aso bring usto
around the world. From the book The Oregon Trail: A New American Journey we can get more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The
Oregon Trail: A New American Journey. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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