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"A splendid new edition."—James Campbell, Times Literary Supplement

"Xan Fielding was a gifted, many-sided, courageous and romantic figure, at the same time civilized and
Bohemian, and his thoughtful cast of mind was leavened by humour, spontaneous gaiety, and a dash of
recklessness. Almost any stretch of his life might be described as a picaresgue interlude."—~Patrick Leigh
Fermor

During the Second World War, Xan Fielding served for two years as an officer in the British Special
Operations Executive on German-occupied Crete, where he ran an intelligence network in cooperation with
the Cretan resi stance movement.

Seven years later, Fielding returned to Crete to spend ayear traveling in the island's White Mountains (the
"stronghold" of thetitle), revisiting sites of his wartime exploits and seeking out former comrades who had
returned to their peacetime lives. His sojourn resulted in this remarkable memoir, a documentary-like record
of days spent among Cretan peasants blended with history and literature—a travelogue like no other.

The Sronghold is a blending of "history and culture with experience, but one wedded to fidelity. Fielding
never arrives, thereis no great journey of self. Thereisjust a question answered about the war and
youth...he can't shake Crete, as no man can shake the formative experience of his youth."—from the new
foreword by Robert Messenger

"This book of mine does not claim to be a serious sociological work; it is simply the account of a more or
less carefree year spent among people who seem to fit so perfectly into their startling surroundings that at
times | imagined it was not the landscape that conditioned their lives but their personalities that had
conditioned the landscape."—Xan Fielding

Xan Fielding (1918-1991) was a British writer and traveler, and alifelong friend of Patrick Leigh Fermor,
who served with him in Crete during World War 1. (The introduction to Fermor's A Time of Giftsiswritten
asa'"Letter to Xan Fielding.") Fielding also trandated many novels from French, most notably, The Bridge
on the River Kwai and The Planet of the Apes.

Robert Messenger isthe books editor of the Wall Sreet Journal.
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From reader reviews:

James Smith:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which isinside the former life are challenging be find than now istaking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstabl e resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Stronghold: Four Seasons in the White
Mountains of Crete as the daily resource information.

Joyce Bullock:

The Stronghold: Four Seasons in the White Mountains of Crete can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article writer giving hig’her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Stronghold:
Four Seasons in the White Mountains of Crete however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information
could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Kenneth Harrell:

This The Stronghold: Four Seasons in the White Mountains of Crete is great reserve for you because the
content which isfull of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can point
out no rambling sentencesinside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The Stronghold: Four Seasons in the White Mountains of Cretein your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Sheri Combs;

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading abook. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Stronghold: Four Seasons in the White Mountains
of Crete to make your reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading skill is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book
and looking at especially. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to wide open abook and study it. Beside
that the book The Stronghold: Four Seasons in the White Mountains of Crete can to be your friend when



you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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