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This book will argue that, in the Sermon on the Mount, a very Jewish Jesus - a man true to the religio-
political views of his day - reaffirms a Jewish ethical form of non-violent resistance. The most important
evidence available is the Gospel of Matthew itself, Jewish ethical writings such as Pirkei Avot, other Mishna
writings, and writings on the lex talionis. The evidence points to an audience that would have perceived
Jesus as teaching non-violence in a context of resistance rather than completely passive submission. That this
is the most plausible interpretation is evident from a comparison of the Gospel account with the oral law. The
evidence will demonstrate how Jewish political ideologies regarding peace had opposed the Roman Empire
since the fall of the Hasmonean Dynasty and had fostered a climate of political discontent. This discontent
reflected the resolution of the Jewish people to overcome their oppression. However, some such as Bar
Kochba and Judas Maccabee fought for political liberation of the people, while others, as seen in the Dead
Sea Scrolls, capitulated and created eschatological stories to cope with an oppressive political regime. The
mitzvoth of the listeners reflect the ethical and political ideologies of those who listened to the Sermon.
Often commentaries depict Jesus as not being politically orientated -neither for nor against either Rome or
the Jewish temple leadership. In contrast, this dissertation argues that Jesus utilizes Jewish ethical and
intellectual thought to influence the political ideology of those who heard him speak. The overall finding of
this dissertation will be that the writer of Matthew depicts a Jesus who, in style, form, and content, builds on
a Jewish ethical foundation to promote non-violent assertion of equality and human dignity in the widely
known and oft-cited Sermon on the Mount
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Russell:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Those Who
Heard It First: The Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to Jesus' Jewish Audience? Maybe it is
to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Margaret Wynkoop:

This Those Who Heard It First: The Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to Jesus' Jewish
Audience book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Those Who Heard It First: The
Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to Jesus' Jewish Audience without we understand teach
the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Those
Who Heard It First: The Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to Jesus' Jewish Audience can
bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Those Who Heard It First: The Political Implications of the Sermon on
the Mount to Jesus' Jewish Audience having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Henry Hedrick:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be learn. Those Who Heard It First: The Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to
Jesus' Jewish Audience can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short
extra time problems.

Kevin Lewis:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book Those Who Heard It First: The Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to Jesus' Jewish
Audience we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must love to
read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change



your life at this time book Those Who Heard It First: The Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount
to Jesus' Jewish Audience. You can more appealing than now.
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