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The first authoritative history of tap dancing, one of the great art forms--along with jazz and musical
comedy--created in America

What the Eye Hears offers an authoritative account of the great American art of tap dancing. Brian Seibert, a
dance critic for The New York Times, begins by exploring tap's origins as a hybrid of the jig and clog dancing
and dances brought from Africa by slaves. He tracks tap's transfer to the stage through blackface minstrelsy
and charts its growth as a cousin to jazz in the vaudeville circuits. Seibert chronicles tap's spread to ubiquity
on Broadway and in Hollywood, analyzes its decline after World War II, and celebrates its rediscovery and
reinvention by new generations of American and international performers. In the process, we discover how
the history of tap dancing is central to any meaningful account of American popular culture.

This is a story with a huge cast of characters, from Master Juba through Bill Robinson and Shirley Temple,
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers, and Gene Kelly and Paul Draper to Gregory Hines and Savion Glover.
Seibert traces the stylistic development of tap through individual practitioners and illuminates the cultural
exchange between blacks and whites, the interplay of imitation and theft, as well as the moving story of
African Americans in show business, wielding enormous influence as they grapple with the pain and pride of
a complicated legacy. What the Eye Hears teaches us to see and hear the entire history of tap in its every
step.
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From reader reviews:

Deloras Pinkston:

This What the Eye Hears: A History of Tap Dancing is great reserve for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having What the
Eye Hears: A History of Tap Dancing in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this
guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?

Shawn Midkiff:

The book untitled What the Eye Hears: A History of Tap Dancing contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Heather Lanham:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like What the Eye Hears:
A History of Tap Dancing which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Emily Ferrell:

This What the Eye Hears: A History of Tap Dancing is completely new way for you who has interest to look
for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this What the Eye Hears: A
History of Tap Dancing can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean
in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and
knowledge.
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