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Tennis is a high-stakes game, played by prodigies identified early and coached by professionals in hopes of
high rankings and endorsements. This commercial world is far removed from the origins of the sport. Before
1968—when Wimbledon invited professional players to compete for the first time—tennis was part of a
sportsmanship tradition that emphasized character over money. It produced well-rounded gentlemen who
expressed a code of honor, not commerce.

In this authoritative and affectionate history of men’s tennis, distinguished sociologist E. Digby Baltzell
recovers the glory of the age. From its aristocratic origins in the late ninteenth century, to the Tilden years,
and through a succession of newcomers, the amateur era and its virtues survived a century of
democratization and conflict. Sporting Gentlemen examines the greatest players and matches in the history of
tennis. Baltzell explores the tennis code of honor and its roots in the cricket code of the late-nineteenth-
century Anglo-American upper class.

This code of honor remained in spite of the later democratization of tennis. Thus, the court manners of the
Renshaw twins and Doherty brothers at the Old Wimbledon were upheld to the letter by Don Budge and Jack
Kramer as well as Rod Laver, John Newcombe, and Arthur Ashe. Baltzell’s final chapter on the Open Era is
a blistering attack on the decline of honor and the obliteration of class distinctions, leaving only those based
on money. For all who love the game of tennis, Sporting Gentlemen is both fascinating history and a badly
needed analysis of what has made the sport great.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Sporting Gentlemen: Men's Tennis from the Age of
Honor to the Cult of the Superstar can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

John Charlie:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
will be Sporting Gentlemen: Men's Tennis from the Age of Honor to the Cult of the Superstar.

John White:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Sporting Gentlemen: Men's Tennis from
the Age of Honor to the Cult of the Superstar guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty
Sporting Gentlemen: Men's Tennis from the Age of Honor to the Cult of the Superstar as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

John Hayes:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Sporting Gentlemen: Men's Tennis from the Age of Honor
to the Cult of the Superstar was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Sporting Gentlemen: Men's Tennis from the Age of Honor to the Cult of the Superstar has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading which.
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