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In Three American Poets, William C. Spengemann describes the very different sorts of poetry Whitman,
Dickinson, and Melville wrote, their comparable reasons for writing as they did, and the posthumous critical
effects of their having done so.

By linking these utterly singular poets and their work--verse connected by shared qualities of oddity,
complexity, and difficulty--Spengemann illuminates the poets' effortsto create verse equal to the demands of
achanging nineteenth century. All three responded to a widespread sense of loss--loss, above all, of
Christian understandings of the origins, nature, and purpose of human existence, both individual and
collective. All three, too, regarded poetry as the sole means of dealing with that loss and of comprehending
not only a changing world but the old world from which the new one had departed, and hence the
connections between the vanished, discredited past, the baffling present, and the as yet inscrutable future.

Spengemann suggests that the poetic eccentricities of Whitman, Melville, and Dickinson arose directly from
their use of poetry as a vehicle of thought; each devised a poetic language either to attempt to recover alost
sense of assurance threatened by the collapse of traditional faith or to discover an atogether new ground of
knowledge and being. Spengemann guides us in parsing their respective poetics with masterful readings
closely attuned to diction, syntax, meter, and figure. His authoritative and empirical descriptions of the poets
verse and their respective characteristic aesthetics afford us heightened access to the poems and the pleasures
peculiar to them, in the process making us better readers of poetry in general.
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From reader reviews:
Kathleen Elder:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is Three American Poets: Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and Herman
Melville.

Virginia Carter:

Three American Poets: Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and Herman Melville can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving his’her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Three American Poets: Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and Herman Melville
nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh
stage of crucia contemplating.

Loren Hatmaker:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Three American Poets: Walt Whitman,
Emily Dickinson, and Herman Melville publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
Three American Poets. Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and Herman Melville as good book not merely by
the cover but also by the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense aready
aerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jerry Ingle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got |earners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Three American



Poets: Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and Herman Melville.
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