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In this entertaining cultural history of British comic papers and magazines, James Chapman shows how
comics were transformed in the early twentieth century from adult amusement to imaginative reading matter
for children.
 
Beginning with the first British comic, Ally Sloper—known as “A Selection, Side-splitting, Sentimental, and
Serious, for the Benefit of Old Boys, Young Boys, Odd Boys generally, and even Girls”—British Comics
goes on to describe the heyday of comics in the 1950s and ’60s, when titles such as School Friend and Eagle
sold a million copies a week. Chapman also analyzes the major genres, including schoolgirl fantasies and
sports and war stories for boys; the development of a new breed of violent comics in the 1970s, including the
controversial Action and 2000AD; and the attempt by American publisher, Marvel, to launch a new hero for
the British market in the form of Captain Britain. Considering the work of important contemporary comic
writers such as Alan Moore, Grant Morrison, Ian Edginton, Warren Ellis, and Garth Ennis, Chapman’s
history comes right up to the present and takes in adult-oriented comics such as Warrior, Crisis,
Deadline,and Revolver, and alternative comics such as Viz.
 
Through a look at the changing structure of the comic publishing industry and how comic publishers, writers,
and artists have responded to the tastes of their consumers, Chapman ultimately argues that British comics
are distinctive and different from American, French, and Japanese comics. An invaluable reference for all
comic collectors and fans in Britain and beyond, British Comics showcases the major role comics have
played in the imaginative lives of readers young and old.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Fairbanks:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this British Comics: A Cultural
History book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Maureen Guzman:

Beside that British Comics: A Cultural History in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have British
Comics: A Cultural History because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often
have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from currently!

Steven Peterson:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying down
on the bed? Do you need something new? This British Comics: A Cultural History can be the reply, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jillian Diaz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books that
can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims British Comics: A Cultural History.
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