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Marie de France, one of the best-known medieval women, is justly famous for her Lais, but her longer work,
the Fables, has been newly discovered by modern audiences. This collection of 103 tales is the earliest extant
vernacular collection of fables from western Europe.

Marie de France's sources are not clear; she appears to claim a unique source, but that is obviously not true;
the first forty tales are part of the Latin tradition, specifically the Romulus Nilantii, but the other sixty-three
seem to come from all over: other Greek and Latin works, fabliaux, monks' tales, the Panchatantra, and the
folk traditions of Italy, Germany, Greece, France, and the Middle East. Whatever her source, she contributed
her own perspective - a wry fatalism, timely social commentary, and a feminine perspective.

Harriet Spiegel's translation follows the original closely; the rhyming couplets not only render the tone and
form of Marie de France's text with sympathy and fidelity, but also are particularly apt for the genre and sit
squarely in the tradition of the English verse fable.

Originally published by University of Toronto Press, 1987.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Thomas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Marie De France: Fables (Toronto Medieval Texts & Translations). Try to
the actual book Marie De France: Fables (Toronto Medieval Texts & Translations) as your buddy. It means
that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Sam Richey:

This Marie De France: Fables (Toronto Medieval Texts & Translations) tend to be reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Marie De France: Fables (Toronto Medieval Texts &
Translations) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Marie De France: Fables (Toronto Medieval Texts & Translations) giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Carmel Smith:

The reserve with title Marie De France: Fables (Toronto Medieval Texts & Translations) has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era
of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Sherri Ellison:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Marie De France: Fables (Toronto Medieval
Texts & Translations) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like
to available a book and learn it. Beside that the book Marie De France: Fables (Toronto Medieval Texts &
Translations) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of their time.
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