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In 1789, when the First Congress met in New York City, the members traveled to the capital just as Roman
senators two thousand years earlier had journeyed to Rome, by horse, at a pace of some five miles an hour.
Indeed, if sea travel had improved dramatically since Caesar's time, overland travel was still so slow, painful,
and expensive that most Americans lived all but rooted to the spot, with few people settling more than a
hundred miles from the ocean (a mere two percent lived west of the Appalachians). America in effect was
just a thin ribbon of land by the sea, and it wasn't until the coming of the steam railroad that our nation would
unfurl across the vast inland territory.
In Railroads Triumphant, Albro Martin provides a fascinating history of rail transportation in America,
moving well beyond the "Romance of the Rails" sort of narrative to give readers a real sense of the railroad's
importance to our country. The railroad, Martin argues, was "the most fundamental innovation in American
material life." It could go wherever rails could be laid--and so, for the first time, farms, industries, and towns
could leave natural waterways behind and locate anywhere. (As Martin points out, the railroads created
small-town America just as surely as the automobile created the suburbs.) The railroad was our first major
industry, and it made possible or promoted the growth of all other industries, among them coal, steel, flour
milling, and commercial farming. It established such major cities as Chicago, and had a lasting impact on
urban design. And it worked hand in hand with the telegraph industry to transform communication. Indeed,
the railroads were the NASA of the 19th century, attracting the finest minds in finance, engineering, and law.
But Martin doesn't merely catalogue the past greatness of the railroad. In closing with the episodes that led
first to destructive government regulation, and then to deregulation of the railroads and the ensuing
triumphant rebirth of the nation's basic means of moving goods from one place to another, Railroads
Triumphant offers an impassioned defense of their enduring importance to American economic life. And it is
a book informed by a lifelong love of railroads, brimming with vivid descriptions of classic depots, lavish
hotels in Chicago, the great railroad founders, and the famous lines. Thoughtful and colorful by turn, this
insightful history illuminates the impact of the railroad on our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Beckman:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know which you should start with. This Railroads Triumphant: The Growth, Rejection, and
Rebirth of a Vital American Force is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Richard Ybarra:

The actual book Railroads Triumphant: The Growth, Rejection, and Rebirth of a Vital American Force will
bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Railroads Triumphant: The
Growth, Rejection, and Rebirth of a Vital American Force is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Erica Logan:

The book untitled Railroads Triumphant: The Growth, Rejection, and Rebirth of a Vital American Force
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice read.

James McDonald:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Railroads Triumphant: The Growth, Rejection, and Rebirth
of a Vital American Force can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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