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From Gary Larson’s The Far Sde to George Herriman’s Krazy Kat, comic strips have two obvious defining
features. They are visua narratives, using both words and picturesto tell stories, and they use word balloons
to represent the speech and thought of depicted characters. Art historians have studied visual artifacts from
every culture; cultural historians have recently paid close attention to movies. Y et the comic strip, an art
form known to everyone, has not yet been much studied by aestheticians or art historians. Thisisthe first
full-length philosophical account of the comic strip.

Distinguished philosopher David Carrier looks at popular American and Japanese comic strips to identify
and solve the aesthetic problems posed by comic strips and to explain the relationship of this artistic genre to
other forms of visual art. He traces the use of speech and thought balloons to early Renaissance art and
claims that the speech balloon defines comics as neither a purely visual nor astrictly verbal art form, but as
something radically new. Comics, he claims, are essentially a composite art that, when successful,
seamlessly combine verbal and visual elements.

Carrier looks at the way an audience interprets comics and contrasts the interpretation of comics and other
mass-culture images to that of Old Master visual art. The meaning behind the comic can be immediately
grasped by the average reader, whereas a piece of museum art can only be fully interpreted by scholars
familiar with the history and the background behind the painting. Finally, Carrier relates comics to art
history. Ultimately, Carrier’ s analysis of comics shows why this popular art isworthy of philosophical study
and proves that a better understanding of comics will help us better understand the history of art.
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From reader reviews:
Mike Huey:

Within other case, little individuas like to read book The Aesthetics of Comics. Y ou can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Aslong as we know about how isimportant the book The Aesthetics of
Comics. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open abook or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel fed
up to go to thelibrary. Let's study.

Kerstin Torres:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friendsis thing

that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller

coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Aesthetics of Comics, you can
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh can

occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Haley Thacker:

This The Aesthetics of Comicsis great publication for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Aesthetics of Comics
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So, it is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Carolyn Scott:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people lovesto learn abook. When you learn a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Aesthetics of Comics provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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