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Did George Bush's use of the Willie Horton story during the1988 presidential campaign communicate most
effectively when no one noticed its racial meaning? Do politicians routinely evoke racial stereotypes, fears,
and resentments without voters' awareness? This controversial, rigorously researched book argues that they
do. Tali Mendelberg examines how and when politicians play the race card and then manage to plausibly
deny doing so.

In the age of equality, politicians cannot prime race with impunity due to a norm of racial equality that
prohibits racist speech. Yet incentives to appeal to white voters remain strong. As a result, politicians often
resort to more subtle uses of race to win elections. Mendelberg documents the development of this implicit
communication across time and measures its impact on society. Drawing on a wide variety of research--
including simulated television news experiments, national surveys, a comprehensive content analysis of
campaign coverage, and historical inquiry--she analyzes the causes, dynamics, and consequences of racially
loaded political communication. She also identifies similarities and differences among communication about
race, gender, and sexual orientation in the United States and between communication about race in the
United States and ethnicity in Europe, thereby contributing to a more general theory of politics.

Mendelberg's conclusion is that politicians--including many current state governors--continue to play the
race card, using terms like "welfare" and "crime" to manipulate white voters' sentiments without overtly
violating egalitarian norms. But she offers some good news: implicitly racial messages lose their appeal,
even among their target audience, when their content is exposed.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Lowe:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Race Card: Campaign Strategy,
Implicit Messages, and the Norm of Equality (Princeton Paperbacks). All type of book is it possible to see on
many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Marshall Jackson:

This The Race Card: Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the Norm of Equality (Princeton
Paperbacks) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of
this The Race Card: Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the Norm of Equality (Princeton
Paperbacks) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this The Race Card: Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the Norm of Equality (Princeton
Paperbacks) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Freddie Straughter:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day every day to reading a guide. The book The Race Card: Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and
the Norm of Equality (Princeton Paperbacks) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Kathe Waller:

Why? Because this The Race Card: Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the Norm of Equality
(Princeton Paperbacks) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or



you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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