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Causality plays a central role in the way people structure the world; we constantly seek causal explanations
for our observations. But what does it even mean that an event C "actually caused" event E? The problem of
defining actual causation goes beyond mere philosophical speculation. For example, in many legal
arguments, it is precisely what needs to be established in order to determine responsibility. The philosophy
literature has been struggling with the problem of defining causality since Hume.

In this book, Joseph Halpern explores actual causality, and such related notions as degree of responsibility,
degree of blame, and causal explanation. The goal isto arrive at adefinition of causality that matches our
natural language usage and is helpful, for example, to ajury deciding alegal case, a programmer looking for
the line of code that cause some software to fail, or an economist trying to determine whether austerity
caused a subsequent depression.

Halpern applies and expands an approach to causality that he and Judea Pearl devel oped, based on structural
equations. He carefully formulates a definition of causality, and building on this, defines degree of
responsibility, degree of blame, and causal explanation. He concludes by discussing how these ideas can be
applied to such practical problems as accountability and program verification. Technical details are generally
confined to the final section of each chapter and can be skipped by non-mathematical readers.
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From reader reviews:
Doris Simmons;

This Actual Causality (MIT Press) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh,

you will get datawhich is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. This Actua
Causality (MIT Press) without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Actual Causality (MIT Press) can bring whenever
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves come to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even telephone. This Actual Causality (MIT Press) having fine arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Tyrell Gutierrez:

The book Actual Causality (MIT Press) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to spell out theideais very unigue. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book
very suitable to you. The book Actual Causality (MIT Press) is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Hattie Robb:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Actual Causality (MIT Press) e-book written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still question Actual Causality (MIT Press) as good book not simply by
the cover but also by the content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by itsinclude, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so
why you haveto listening to yet another sixth sense.

Jill Weber:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Actual Causality (MIT Press) or even
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books
are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Actual Causality (MIT Press) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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