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Thomas Jefferson was a figure both central and polarizing in his own time, and despite the passage of two
centuries he remains so today. Author of the Declaration of Independence and the Virginia Statute for
Religious Freedom, yet at the same time a slaveholder who likely fathered six children by one of his slaves,
Jefferson has been seen as an embodiment of both the best and the worst in America’s conception and in its
history.

In Monticello in Mind, poet Lisa Russ Spaar collects fifty contemporary poems--most original to this
anthology--that engage the complex legacy of Thomas Jefferson and his plantation home at Monticello.
Many of these poems wrestle with the history of race and freedom at the heart of both Jefferson’s story and
America’s own. Others consider Jefferson as a figure of Enlightenment rationalism, who scrupulously
excised evidence of the supernatural from the gospels in order to construct his own version of Jesus’s moral
teachings. Still others approach Jefferson as an early colonizer of the West, whose purchase of the Louisiana
territory and launch of the Lewis and Clark expedition anticipated the era of Manifest Destiny.

Featuring a roster of poets both emerging and established--including Lucille Clifton, Rita Dove, Claudia
Emerson, Terrance Hayes, Robert Hass, Yusef Komunyakaa, Tracy K. Smith, Natasha Tretheway, Charles
Wright, and Kevin Young--this collection offers an aesthetically and culturally diverse range of perspectives
on a man whose paradoxes still abide at the heart of the American experiment.
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From reader reviews:

June Weiss:

Typically the book Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on Jefferson has a lot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Martin Solomon:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Monticello in Mind: Fifty
Contemporary Poems on Jefferson which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Jason Harden:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on
Jefferson can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on Jefferson.

Clifford White:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on Jefferson was
filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling
point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book which you wanted.
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