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The Unsubstantial Air isthe gripping story of the Americans who fought and died in the aerial battles of
World War I. Much more than atraditional military history, it is an account of the excitement of becoming a
pilot and flying in combat over the Western Front, told through the words and voices of the aviators
themselves.

A World War |1 pilot himself, the memoirist and critic Samuel Hynes revives the adventurous young men
who inspired his own generation to take to the sky. The volunteer fliers were often privileged-the sorts of
college athletes and Ivy League students who might appear in an F. Scott Fitzgerald novel, and sometimes
did. Others were country boys from the farms and ranches of the West. Hynes follows them from the flying
clubs of Harvard, Princeton, and Y ale and the grass airfields of Texas and Canadato training grounds in
Europe and on to the front, where they learned how to fight awar in the air. And to the bars and clubs of
Paris and London, where they unwound and discovered another kind of excitement, another challenge. He
shows how East Coast aristocrats like Teddy Roosevelt's son Quentin and Arizona roughnecks like Frank
Luke the Balloon Buster all dreamed of chivalric single combat in the sky, and how they came to know both
the beauty of flight and the constant presence of death.

By drawing on letters sent home, diaries kept, and memoirs published in the years that followed, Hynes
brings to life the emotions, anxieties, and triumphs of the young pilots. They gasp in wonder at the world
seen from a plane, struggle to keep their hands from freezing in open air cockpits, party with actresses and
aristocrats, rest at Voltaire's castle, and search for their friends' bodies on the battlefield. Their romantic war
becomes more than that-a harsh but often thrilling reality. Weaving together their testimonies, The
Unsubstantial Air isamoving portrait of a generation coming of age under new and extreme circumstances.
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From reader reviews:
Laquita Horton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First World War.
Try to make book The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First World War as your good friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you feel aone and beside that of course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

William M or eau:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First World War suitable to you? The actual book was written by
famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First World
Waris the main one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core
of this guide. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Lillie Stein:

Isit a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the
First World War can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Candace M athieu:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them isthis The Unsubstantial Air: American
Fliersin the First World War.
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