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Each year, tens of thousands of students who are interested in politics go through a rite of passage: they take
a course in research methods. Many find the subject to be boring or confusing, and with good reason. Most
of the standard books on research methods fail to highlight the most important concepts and questions.
Instead, they brim with dry technical definitions and focus heavily on statistical analysis, slighting other
valuable methods. This approach not only dulls potential enjoyment of the course, but prevents students from
mastering the skills they need to engage more directly and meaningfully with a wide variety of research.
           
With wit and practical wisdom, Christopher Howard draws on more than a decade of experience teaching
research methods to transform a typically dreary subject and teach budding political scientists the critical
skills they need to read published research more effectively and produce better research of their own. The
first part of the book is devoted to asking three fundamental questions in political science: What happened?
Why? Who cares? In the second section, Howard demonstrates how to answer these questions by choosing
an appropriate research design, selecting cases, and working with numbers and written documents as
evidence. Drawing on examples from American and comparative politics, international relations, and public
policy, Thinking Like a Political Scientist highlights the most common challenges that political scientists
routinely face, and each chapter concludes with exercises so that students can practice dealing with those
challenges.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Sudduth:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Thinking Like a Political Scientist: A Practical Guide to Research Methods (Chicago Guides to
Writing, Editing, and Publishing) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior
to. The Thinking Like a Political Scientist: A Practical Guide to Research Methods (Chicago Guides to
Writing, Editing, and Publishing) giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Theresa Walker:

The book untitled Thinking Like a Political Scientist: A Practical Guide to Research Methods (Chicago
Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea
with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Jennifer Bedard:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Thinking Like a Political Scientist: A Practical
Guide to Research Methods (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) can give you a lot of good
friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Thinking Like a Political Scientist: A Practical Guide to Research
Methods (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing).

Curt Stewart:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Thinking Like a Political Scientist: A Practical
Guide to Research Methods (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) or even others sources



were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Thinking Like a Political
Scientist: A Practical Guide to Research Methods (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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