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In To Begin at the Beginning, celebrated Spanish novelist and translator Javier Marías explores his impulse
to write, the origins of his own family, and the connection between these two different sorts of beginnings.
Exploring the difference between what is true in the world and what is true in fiction, he explains why an
appeal to “real” events has never convinced him; why the history of his own family—with its Cuban and
Spanish strands—has left him uncertain about what is legend and what is historic fact; and why what has
been imagined or dreamed can end up being truer than what “really happened.”
            Complemented by an essay by Margaret Jull Costa on the practice of translating Marías, the cahier is
also accompanied by images taken from the works of the influential Cuban artist Wifredo Lam. The result is
a beautifully produced chapbook by one of Europe’s preeminent novelists, ready to be discovered and
celebrated by English readers.
 
“It is a rare gift, to be offered a writer who lives in our own time but speaks with the intensity of the past,
who comes with the extra richness lent by a foreign history and nonetheless knows our own culture inside
out. Yet, strangely, Marías—who is famous in Spain and garlanded with prizes from the rest of
Europe—remains almost unknown in America. What are we waiting for? All the gifts we are offered in life
(as Marías himself is fond of pointing out) are fleeting ones, easily lost or ignored or undervalued and only
regretted when they are no longer available to us. It's high time we accepted this one.”—New York Times
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

The book To Begin at the Beginning (Cahiers) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book To Begin at the Beginning
(Cahiers) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a
publication To Begin at the Beginning (Cahiers). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Anna Baron:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what type you should start with. This To Begin at the Beginning (Cahiers) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

George Hyler:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title To Begin at the
Beginning (Cahiers) suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled To Begin at the Beginning (Cahiers)is the main one of several books that will everyone read
now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
shape that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Palmer Schwartz:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love To Begin at the Beginning (Cahiers), you
could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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