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Shawnee legend tells of a herd of huge bison rampaging through the Ohio Valley, laying waste to all in their
path. To protect the tribe, a deity slew these great beasts with lightning bolts, finally chasing the last giant
buffalo into exile across the Wabash River, never to trouble the Shawnee again. The source of thislegend
was a peculiar salt lick in present-day northern Kentucky, where giant fossilized skeletons had for centuries
lain undisturbed by the Shawnee and other natives of the region. In 1739, the first Europeans encountered
thisfossil site, which eventually came to be known as Big Bone Lick. The site drew the attention of all who
heard of it, including George Washington, Daniel Boone, Benjamin Franklin, Meriwether Lewis and William
Clark, and especially Thomas Jefferson. The giant bones immediately cast many scientific and philosophical
assumptions of the day into doubt, and they eventually gave rise to the study of fossils for biological and
historical purposes. Big Bone Lick: The Cradle of American Paleontology recounts the rich history of the
fossi| site that gave the world the first evidence of the extinction of several mammalian species, including the
American mastodon. Big Bone Lick has played many roles: nutrient source, hallowed ground, salt mine,
health spa, and arich trove of archaeological and paleontological wonders. Natural historian Stanley Hedeen
presents a comprehensive narrative of Big Bone Lick from its geological formation forward, explaining why
the site attracted animals, regional tribespeople, European explorers and scientists, and eventually American
pioneers and presidents. Big Bone Lick isthe history of both a place and a scientific discipline: it explores
the infancy and adolescence of paleontology from its humble and sometimes humorous beginnings. Hedeen
combines elements of history, geology, politics, and biology to make Big Bone Lick a valuable historical
resource as well as the compelling tale of how a collection of fossilized bones captivated a young nation.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Chabot:

Baook is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by
areserve. Book has adifferent type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Big Bone Lick: The Cradle of
American Paleontology will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suited book with you?

Dennis Taylor:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Big Bone Lick: The Cradle of American Paleontology
why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
Theinside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jeffery Fulmer:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. Y ou can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou
will observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for you is Big Bone Lick: The Cradle of American Paleontology this guide consist alot of the information
with the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
dialect stylesthat writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. Here iswhy this book suited all of you.

Michael Robinson:

This Big Bone Lick: The Cradle of American Paleontology is completely new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Big Bone
Lick: The Cradle of American Paleontology can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form whichis
reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide



especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So, don't miss
it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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