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Judith Sargent Murray (1751-1820), poet, essayist, playwright, and one of the most thoroughgoing advocates
of women's rights in early America, was as well known in her own day as Abigail Adams or Martha
Washington. Her name, though, has virtually disappeared from the public consciousness. Thanks to the
recent discovery of Murray's papers—including some 2,500 personal letters—historian Sheila L. Skemp has
documented the compelling story of this talented and most unusual eighteenth-century woman.

Born in Gloucester, Massachussetts, Murray moved to Boston in 1793 with her second husband, Universalist
minister John Murray. There she became part of the city's literary scene. Two of her plays were performed at
Federal Street Theater, making her the first American woman to have a play produced in Boston. There as
well she wrote and published her magnum opus, The Gleaner, a three-volume "miscellany" that included
poems, essays, and the novel-like story "Margaretta." After 1800, Murray's output diminished and her hopes
for literary renown faded. Suffering from the backlash against women's rights that had begun to permeate
American society, struggling with economic difficulties, and concerned about providing the best possible
education for her daughter, she devoted little time to writing. But while her efforts diminished, they never
ceased.

Murray was determined to transcend the boundaries that limited women of her era and worked tirelessly to
have women granted the same right to the "pursuit of happiness" immortalized in the Declaration of
Independence. She questioned the meaning of gender itself, emphasizing the human qualities men and
women shared, arguing that the apparent distinctions were the consequence of nurture, not nature. Although
she was disappointed in the results of her efforts, Murray nevertheless left a rich intellectual and literary
legacy, in which she challenged the new nation to fulfill its promise of equality to all citizens.

 Download First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and t ...pdf

 Read Online First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and ...pdf

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0812241401
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0812241401
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0812241401
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0812241401
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0812241401
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0812241401
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0812241401
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0812241401


Download and Read Free Online First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for
Female Independence (Early American Studies) Sheila L. Skemp

From reader reviews:

Juan Higgins:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the First Lady of Letters: Judith
Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early American Studies) is kind of e-book which
is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jess Cooke:

The guide untitled First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence
(Early American Studies) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information
that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of First Lady of Letters: Judith
Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early American Studies) from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Patricia Cockrell:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early
American Studies) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication
then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The First Lady
of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early American Studies)
giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Tiffany Lyons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by



book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually First
Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early American Studies).
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