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One of the most influential philosophers of liberalism turns his attention to the complexity of Lincoln’s
political thought. At the center of Lincoln’s career is an intense passion for equality, a passion that runs so
deep in the speeches, messages, and letters that it has the force of religious conviction for Lincoln. George
Kateb examines these writings to reveal that this passion explains Lincoln’s reverence for both the
Constitution and the Union.

The abolition of slavery was not originally a tenet of Lincoln’s political religion. He affirmed almost to the
end of his life that the preservation of the Union was more important than ending slavery. This attitude was
consistent with his judgment that at the founding, the agreement to incorporate slaveholding into the
Constitution, and thus secure a Constitution, was more vital to the cause of equality than struggling to keep
slavery out of the new nation. In Kateb’s reading, Lincoln destroys the Constitution twice, by suspending it
as a wartime measure and then by enacting the Thirteenth Amendment to abolish slavery. The first instance
was an effort to save the Constitution; the second was an effort to transform it, by making it answer the
Declaration’s promises of equality.

The man who emerges in Kateb’s account proves himself adequate to the most terrible political situation in
American history. Lincoln’s political life, however, illustrates the unsettling truth that in democratic
politics?perhaps in all politics?it is nearly impossible to do the right thing for the right reasons, honestly
stated.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Maestas:

This Lincoln's Political Thought book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That
Lincoln's Political Thought without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Lincoln's Political Thought can bring if you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This Lincoln's Political Thought having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Doris McNeal:

The actual book Lincoln's Political Thought will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Lincoln's Political Thought is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Bryan Lopez:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Lincoln's Political Thought it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Josephine Weeks:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Lincoln's Political Thought was bright colored
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Lincoln's Political Thought has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
which.
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