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Race, ethnicity, nationality, religion, gender, sexuality: in the past couple of decades, a great deal of attention
has been paid to such collective identities. They clamor for recognition and respect, sometimes at the
expense of other things we value. But to what extent do "identities" constrain our freedom, our ability to
make an individual life, and to what extent do they enable our individuality? In this beautifully written work,
renowned philosopher and African Studies scholar Kwame Anthony Appiah draws on thinkers through the
ages and across the globe to explore such questions.

The Ethics of Identity takes seriously both the claims of individuality--the task of making a life---and the
claims of identity, these large and often abstract social categories through which we define ourselves.

What sort of life one should lead is a subject that has preoccupied moral and political thinkers from Aristotle
to Mill. Here, Appiah develops an account of ethics, in just this venerable sense--but an account that
connects moral obligations with collective allegiances, our individuality with our identities. As he observes,
the question who we are has always been linked to the question what we are.

Adopting a broadly interdisciplinary perspective, Appiah takes aim at the clichés and received ideas amid
which talk of identity so often founders. Is "culture" a good? For that matter, does the concept of culture
really explain anything? Is diversity of value in itself? Are moral obligations the only kind there are? Has the
rhetoric of "human rights" been overstretched? In the end, Appiah's arguments make it harder to think of the
world as divided between the West and the Rest; between locals and cosmopolitans; between Us and Them.
The result is a new vision of liberal humanism--one that can accommodate the vagaries and variety that make
us human.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Munguia:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Ethics of
Identity. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Daniel Smith:

Why? Because this The Ethics of Identity is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you
to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jennifer Wetzel:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Ethics of Identity which is
finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Antonio Ritchie:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Ethics of Identity can make you feel more interested to read.
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