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It has often been thought that Roman politics was dominated by a governing class, or even aristocracy, and it
has sometimes been presumed that the Senate was a legidative body. The Crowd in Rome in the Late
Republic takes a dramatically new tack, and explores the consequences of a democracy in which public
office could be gained only by direct election by the people. And while the Senate could indeed debate
public matters, advise other office-holders, and make some administrative decisions, it could not legislate.
An office-holder who wanted to pass alaw had to step out of the Senate-house and propose it to the peoplein
the Forum--where there were few guarantees.

In thisimportant study, Fergus Millar explores the development of the Roman Republic, which, asit drew to
aclosein the middle decades of the first century B.C.E., had come to cover most of Italy. There were nearly
amillion adult male votersin the time of Cicero, but there were no constituencies, and no absentee ballots.
To exercise their rights, voters had to come in person to Rome and to meet in the Forum. Millar takes the
period from the dictatorship of Sullato Caesar's crossing of the Rubicon and shows how the politics of the
crowd was central to the great changes that took place year after year, and altered the Republic forever.

The originality of Millar's highly accessible work liesfirst in its serious treatment of the importance of open-
air oratory in Roman public life, and second, in its use of the narratives of events that evidence provides.
Third, it refuses to interpret these narratives in the light of modern theories about the importance of the
client-patron system, or the domination of the Senate. This work questions how we should understand the
Roman Republic: as a network of aristocratic families dominating the people, or an erratic and volatile
democracy in which power was exercised by the tiny proportion of citizens who actually cameto listen to
speeches and to vote.

Thiswork speaks to those interested in ancient history and its consequences in the modern world.

Fergus Millar is Camden Professor of Ancient History, Brasenose College, Oxford University.
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From reader reviews:
Cheryl Stedle:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Crowd in Rome in the Late Republic (Thomas Spencer Jerome
Lectures). Try to make book The Crowd in Romein the Late Republic (Thomas Spencer Jerome L ectures) as
your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Kevin Roark:

Here thing why this kind of The Crowd in Rome in the Late Republic (Thomas Spencer Jerome Lectures) are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying abook is good however it depends in the content of

it which isthe content is astasty asfood or not. The Crowd in Rome in the Late Republic (Thomas Spencer
Jerome Lectures) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no publication that similar with The Crowd in Rome in the Late Republic (Thomas Spencer
Jerome Lectures). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere likein
recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of The Crowd in Rome in the Late Republic (Thomas Spencer Jerome
Lectures) in e-book can be your substitute.

Dolores Schreiber:

The book untitled The Crowd in Rome in the Late Republic (Thomas Spencer Jerome L ectures) contain alot
of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl ideawith easy way. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author.
The author gives you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Jesse Mansdll:

Y ou will get this The Crowd in Rome in the Late Republic (Thomas Spencer Jerome Lectures) by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information



about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are till
change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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