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The rags-to-riches story of one of Europe's great entrepreneurs and a founding father of modern
Jewish secular culture

The name "Schocken"--now primarily associated with the prestigious publishing house--was once
emblazoned over a vast commercial empire; across Europe, it stood for quality consumer goods and uplifting
culture made available for working people.

A sweeping, colorful saga, The Patron is the first biography of Salman Schocken, founder of a large
department store chain and Jewish philanthropic titan. We follow Schocken's transformation from an
impoverished migrant selling textiles door-to-door to a captain of German industry, at once media magnate,
collector, talent scout, and patron. The merchandizing millionaire then harnessed his fortune to a vision: to
disseminate Jewish secular culture to the Jewish masses, in much the same way as he marketed well-
designed coffeepots to the working class. His task, as he saw it, was not to spread culture but to create it,
through publishing houses, newspapers, and the patronage of such influential modern thinkers such as Martin
Buber and Thomas Mann. But as the Nazi regime closed in on Schocken's empire, the resilient tycoon
transferred his energies and passions to Palestine and New York.

In The Patron historian Anthony David fills in a missing piece of twentieth-century history, the towering life
of a self-made man who, with courage and tenacity, helped fashion a people's national and cultural
renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Ford:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The
Patron: A Life of Salman Schocken, 1877-1959? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have different opinion?

April Robles:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Patron: A Life of Salman Schocken,
1877-1959 as your daily resource information.

Frederick Roark:

Typically the book The Patron: A Life of Salman Schocken, 1877-1959 has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Anthony Alfaro:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Patron: A Life of Salman Schocken,
1877-1959 book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The Patron: A Life of Salman
Schocken, 1877-1959 as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that
can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.
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