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For much of its history the Catholic Church has countenanced the veneration of relics—objects or even
bones associated with a saint, or with Jesus Christ himself, that were deemed to have healing power or some
beneficial spiritual effect on believers. Despite criticism from some skeptical observers (including even St.
Augustine), the belief in relics has continued to this day.

In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, when the Protestant Reformation launched a wholesale attack on
Church practices, the use of relics was included among the superstitions that were deplored as a corruption of
the Christian faith. John Calvin, one of the chief architects of the Reformation, published this thorough
critique of relic worship in 1543.

He runs through the gamut of objects that are venerated in various churches. From the alleged swaddling
clothes of Jesus to pieces from the crown of thorns, Calvin pointedly shows how little proof there is that
these objects are real and how obviously they are used as a means of taking advantage of the gullible. He is
especially scathing and witty on the then-widespread belief in the authenticity of fragments of the so-called
True Cross. Calvin remarks that if one were to accept all such claims, one would have enough wood to fill up
a ship’s cargo hold!

This edition of Calvin’s classic treatise includes an interesting introduction by expert investigator Joe
Nickell, author of Relics of the Christ, Inquest on the Shroud of Turin, and Looking for a Miracle, among
many other books (see www.joenickell.com). Nickell presents a brief biography of Calvin and brings the
story of investigating relics up to date by explaining how sophisticated modern techniques are helping to
unravel the mysteries surrounding such famous relics as the Shroud of Turin and many other similar
venerated objects.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Elder:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Treatise on Relics.

Edna Brooks:

The book Treatise on Relics can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave the best thing like a book Treatise on Relics? Several of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book Treatise on Relics has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Judith Bode:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Treatise on Relics can be very good book to read. May be
it may be best activity to you.

Mary Wright:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Treatise
on Relics will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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