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"There are places where history feels irrelevant, and America's inner cities are among them," acknowledges
Michael Katz, in expressing the tensions between activism and scholarship. But this major historian of urban
poverty realizes that the pain in these cities has its origins in the American past. To understand contemporary
poverty, he looks particularly at an old attitude: because many nineteenth-century reformers traced extreme
poverty to drink, laziness, and other forms of bad behavior, they tried to use public policy and philanthropy
to improve the character of poor people, rather than to attack the structural causes of their misery. Showing
how this misdiagnosis has afflicted today's welfare and educational systems, Katz draws on his own
experiences to introduce each of four topics--the welfare state, the "underclass" debate, urban school reform,
and the strategies of survival used by the urban poor. Uniquely informed by his personal involvement, each
chapter also illustrates the interpretive power of history by focusing on a strand of social policy in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries: social welfare from the poorhouse era through the New Deal, ideas about
urban poverty from the undeserving poor to the "underclass," and the emergence of public education through
the radical school reform movement now at work in Chicago.

Why have American governments proved unable to redesign a welfare system that will satisfy anyone? Why
has public policy proved unable to eradicate poverty and prevent the deterioration of major cities? What
strategies have helped poor people survive the poverty endemic to urban history? How did urban schools
become unresponsive bureaucracies that fail to educate most of their students? Are there fresh, constructive
ways to think about welfare, poverty, and public education? Throughout the book Katz shows how
interpretations of the past, grounded in analytic history, can free us of comforting myths and help us to
reframe discussions of these great public issues.
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From reader reviews:

Dawne Feliciano:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this Improving Poor People to read.

Bradley Sparks:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Improving Poor People.

Cora Conte:

This Improving Poor People is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Improving Poor People in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Amelia Page:

The book untitled Improving Poor People contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.
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