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The Hebrew Bible, or the Old Testament (as Christians know it), purports to describe the origins of Judaism
and is the basis of the entire Judeo-Christian tradition. Its thirty-nine books recount events that allegedly took
place in the distant past, during time periods not only far removed from our contemporary world, but also far
removed from the date of the earliest written records. Outside of sheer faith, how can people living today
evaluate the accuracy of these ancient records? How can we know what really happened two or three
thousand years ago?
One answer is the historical method, which is based on the scientific method and, like archaeology, aims at a
reasoned and reasonable reconstruction of events from long ago. In this readable, engaging introduction to
the Old Testament, veteran biblical scholar Arthur J. Bellinzoni shows the lay reader how the field of biblical
scholarship uses the historical method to understand biblical texts. After explaining the methodological
principles involved in the scholarly study of the Bible, Bellinzoni delves into the following key areas of Old
Testament studies:

• Primordial and patriarchal history
• The exodus from Egypt
• The conquest and entrenchment of Canaan
• The establishment of the united monarchy
• The role and function of prophecy
• The fall of northern Israel and southern Judah
• The restoration in Jerusalem under the priestly hierarchy
• The problematic issues involved in trying to establish the original text of the Hebrew Bible

Complete with illuminating diagrams and maps, this lucidly written, fact-filled work will enlighten and
inform both longtime readers of the Bible and those largely unfamiliar with its contents.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Moore:

The book Old Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Old
Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Old Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

James Benavidez:

The e-book untitled Old Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship is the e-book that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of Old Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship from the publisher to make you a
lot more enjoy free time.

Shirley Henderson:

This Old Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship is great guide for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Old
Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it
is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right
but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you
still doubt that will?

Jose Chapman:

Beside that Old Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship in your phone, it could give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Old Testament: An Introduction to Biblical Scholarship because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot



be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along
with read it from currently!
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