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During the night of 27-28 March 1971, a Viet Cong sapper company infiltrated Fire Support Base Mary Ann,
the forwardmost position in the 23d Division (Americal), Snipping through the defensive wire and entering
the base without alerting a single guard in a single perimeter bunker, they killed thirty U.S. soldiers and
wounded eighty-two in a humiliating defeat that sounded the death knell for the reputation of the once proud
U.S. Army in Vietnam.

Although one of the most famous actions of the war, it has never before received a full-scale account. Keith
William Nolan has drawn on recently declassified documents and interviews with more than fifty veterans of
the 1st Battalion of the 46th Infantry—the unit on Firebase Mary Ann—to re-create minute-by-minute the
events of that night, as well as to understand how the military situation in the waning days of the Vietnam
War allowed such a disaster to occur. It was a period fraught with problems—combat refusals, drug abuse,
racial strife, and fraggings—and Nolan shows how the 1-46th Infantry dealt with them. He describes in detail
the personalities of the key players in the 1-46th and the battalion's previous operations around FSB Mary
Ann.

The heroism of the grunts, the horror of the carnage, and the nature of guerrilla fighting are all revealed in
this first full account of the firebase's story. The vivid detail and immediacy of the first-person accounts give
an unprecedented view of the day-to-day tempo of operations and state of morale in the U.S. Army in the
tragic final period of U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

Jolie Browne:

The knowledge that you get from Sappers in the Wire: The Life and Death of Firebase Mary Ann may be the
more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Sappers in the Wire: The Life and Death of Firebase
Mary Ann giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Sappers in the Wire: The Life
and Death of Firebase Mary Ann instantly.

Alfred Wolff:

The reserve with title Sappers in the Wire: The Life and Death of Firebase Mary Ann contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Zola Campbell:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Sappers in the Wire: The Life and Death of Firebase Mary Ann can make you experience more
interested to read.

Adam Gutierrez:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. With the book Sappers in the Wire: The Life and Death of Firebase Mary Ann we can consider
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
Sappers in the Wire: The Life and Death of Firebase Mary Ann. You can more desirable than now.
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