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German scholar Jörg Baberowski is one of the world’s leading experts on the Stalin era, but his work has
seldom been translated into English. This book, an unremitting indictment of the mad violence with which
Stalin ruled the Soviet Union, depicts Stalinism as a cruel and deliberate attack on Russian society, driven by
“totalitarian ambitions” and the goal of modernizing and rationalizing a backward people. Baberowski takes
a twofold approach, emphasizing Stalin’s personal role and responsibility as well as the continuity he sees in
Communist aims and ideology since 1917. Unlike recent apologist accounts that focus on the challenges of
modernization or on the operational complexities of managing the Soviet state, this hard-hitting analysis
unequivocally locates the origins of the terror in the culture of violence and the techniques of power.
Detailed, well-documented, and including many new details on the workings of the Stalinist state, this
powerful work encompasses the dictator’s brutal reign from his achievement of total power in 1929 to his
death in 1953.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

The book Scorched Earth: Stalin's Reign of Terror (The Yale-Hoover Series on Authoritarian Regimes) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Scorched Earth: Stalin's Reign of Terror (The Yale-Hoover Series on
Authoritarian Regimes)? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Scorched Earth: Stalin's Reign of Terror (The Yale-Hoover Series on Authoritarian Regimes) has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world
by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Holeman:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Scorched Earth: Stalin's Reign of Terror (The Yale-
Hoover Series on Authoritarian Regimes) as your daily resource information.

Andrew Martin:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be learn.
Scorched Earth: Stalin's Reign of Terror (The Yale-Hoover Series on Authoritarian Regimes) can be your
answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Louise Villanueva:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually Scorched Earth: Stalin's Reign of Terror (The Yale-Hoover
Series on Authoritarian Regimes). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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