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Shaken by military defeat and economic depression after War World |, Germans sought to restore their
nation’ s dignity and power. In this context the National Socialist Party, with its promise of arevivified
Germany, drew supporters. Among the most zealous were a number of Catholic clergymen known as “brown
priests” who volunteered as Nazi propagandists. In thisinsightful study, Spicer unearths a dark subchapter in
Roman Catholic history, introduces the principal clergymen who participated in the Nazi movement,
examines their motives, details their advocacy of National Sacialism, and explores the consequences of their
political activism.

Some brown priests, particularly war veterans, advocated National Socialism because it appealed to their
patriotic ardor. Others had less laudatory motives: disaffection with clerical life, conflicts with Church
superiors, or ambition for personal power and fame. Whatever their individual motives, they employed their
skills as orators, writers, and teachers to proclaim the message of Nazism. Especially during the early 1930s,
when the Church forbade membership in the party, these clergymen strove to prove that Catholicism was
compatible with National Socialism, thereby justifying their support of Nazi ideology. Father Dr. Philipp
Haeuser, a scholar and pastor, went so far as to promote antisemitism while deifying Adolf Hitler. The
Flhrer’ s antisemitism, Spicer argues, did not deter clergymen such as Haeuser because, although the Church
officially rejected the Nazis' extreme racism, Catholic teachings tolerated hostility toward Jews by blaming
them for Christ’s crucifixion.

While a handful of brown priests enjoyed the forbearance of their bishops, others endured reprimand or even
dismissal; afew found new vocations with the Third Reich. After the fall of the Reich, the most visible
brown priests faced tria for their part in the crimes of National Socialism, a movement they had once so
earnestly supported.

In addition to this intriguing history about clergymen trying to reconcile faith and politics, Spicer provides a

master list—verified by extensive research in Church and government archives—of Catholic clergy who
publicly supported National Socialism.
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From reader reviews:
Herman Ovalle:

This Hitler's Priests: Catholic Clergy and National Socialism book isjust hot ordinary book, you have it then
theworld isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read alot of information you
will get. Thiskind of Hitler's Priests. Cathaolic Clergy and National Socialism without we comprehend teach
the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Hitler's Priests:
Catholic Clergy and National Socialism can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Hitler's
Priests: Catholic Clergy and National Socialism having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

lan Louviere:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Hitler's Priests. Catholic Clergy and National Socialism why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. Theinside
or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Patricia Beall:

Beside that Hitler's Priests: Catholic Clergy and National Socialism in your phone, it may give you away to
get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune.
It is good thing to have Hitler's Priests: Catholic Clergy and National Socialism because this book offersto
you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's al about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
guestionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book aswell as
read it from currently!

JamesVoyles.

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Hitler's Priests: Catholic Clergy and National

Socialism or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those



publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Hitler's Priests: Catholic Clergy and National Socialism to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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