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A woman coming of age today has good reason to wonder what marriage will mean to her. Certainly, it will
no longer imply that her husband will provide for her, as an ability to earn aliving is commonly expected of
both men and women. Also, marriage will no longer offer awoman a unique gateway into sexual and
domestic pleasures, since premarital cohabitation haslong ago ceased to be ataboo. Marriage will not be a
woman's indispensabl e passage to motherhood -- up to 40 percent of American first babies are being born
out of wedlock. And, since one in two marriages will end in divorce, it will no longer guarantee awoman
permanent protection in aworld that has traditionally been unkind to unmarried women.

In this atmosphere of high ambiguity, it isinstructive to look to the past, to see what it meant to be awife
from the earliest days of civilization to the present, and to explore how the contemporary wife came into
being.

From the perspective of modern marriage, the distinguished cultural historian Marilyn Yaom charts the
evolution of marriage in the judeo christian world through the centuries and shows how radical that
collective change has been. For example, how did marriage, considered areligious duty in medieval Europe,
become a venue for personal fulfillment in contemporary America? How did the notion of romantic love, a
novelty in the Middle Ages, become a prerequisite for marriage today? And, if the original purpose of
marriage was procreation, what exactly is the purpose of marriage for women now?

A History of the Wife is a study of laws, religious practices, social customs, economic patterns, and political
consciousness that have affected generations of wives: in ancient Greece, where daughters were given by
fathers to husbands to create legitimate offspring; in medieval Europe, where marriage was infused with
religious meaning; during the Reformation and the Age of Enlightenment, when ideals of companionate
marriage came to the fore; and in twentieth century America, where a new model of spousal relationships
emerged.

Thisrich, lucid chronicle of the turning points in a History of the Wife includes unforgettabl e stories about
married women who have rebelled against the conventions of their times, from Marjorie Kempe to Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, from Heloise to Margaret Sanger. Drawing extensively from diaries, memoirs, and letters, A
History of the Wife also pays tribute to the ordinary wives who over the centuries changed with and against
the currents they encountered, quietly affecting the legal, personal, and social meaning of marriage.

For any woman who is, has been, or ever will be married, thisintellectually vigorous and gripping historical
analysis of marriage sheds new light on an institution most people take for granted, and that may, in fact, be
experiencing its most convulsive upheava since the Reformation.
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From reader reviews:
L ouise Reyes:

Here thing why this particular A History of the Wife are different and trusted to be yours. First of al reading
abook is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or
not. A History of the Wife giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no publication that similar with A History of the Wife. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own persona eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere likein area, café, or even in your technique
home by train. If you are having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of A History of the
Wifein e-book can be your option.

Patricia Diaz;

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take A History of the Wife as your daily resource
information.

Chuck Deschenes:

This A History of the Wifeis great book for you because the content which isfull of information for you
who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details
accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentencesinsideit. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having A History of the Wife in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous asingle. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , thisreally is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Abigail Shelton:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have alook at some books. On
thelist of booksin the top record in your reading list isusually A History of the Wife. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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