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In the second millennium b.c., Babylonian scribes assembled a vast collection of astrological omens,
believed to be signs from the gods concerning the kingdom's political, military, and agricultural fortunes.
The importance of these omens was such that from the eighth or seventh until the first century, the scribes
observed the heavens nightly and recorded the dates and | ocations of ominous phenomena of the moon and
planetsin relation to stars and constellations. The observations were arranged in monthly reports along with
notable events and prices of agricultural commaodities, the object being to find correlations between
phenomenain the heavens and conditions on earth. These collections of omens and observations form the
first empirical science of antiquity and were the basis of the first mathematical science, astronomy. For it was
discovered that planetary phenomena, although irregular and sometimes concealed by bad weather, recur in
limited periods within cyclesin which they are repeated on nearly the same dates and in nearly the same
locations.

N. M. Swerdlow's book is a study of the collection and observation of ominous celestial phenomena and of
how intervals of time, locations by zodiacal sign, and cycles in which the phenomena recur were used to
reduce them to purely arithmetical computation, thereby surmounting the greatest obstacle to observation,
bad weather. The work marks a striking advance in our understanding of both the origin of scientific
astronomy and the astrological divination through which the kingdoms of ancient M esopotamiawere
governed.

Originally published in 1998.

The Princeton Legacy Library usesthe latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previoudly out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library isto vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:
Jesse Valles:

Here thing why that The Babylonian Theory of the Planets (Princeton Legacy Library) are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all examining abook is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer
which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. The Babylonian Theory of the Planets (Princeton L egacy
Library) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there
is no publication that similar with The Babylonian Theory of the Planets (Princeton Legacy Library). It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which
is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or evenin your
means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
The Babylonian Theory of the Planets (Princeton Legacy Library) in e-book can be your alternate.

Marjorie Wright:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But al so they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Babylonian Theory of the Planets (Princeton Legacy Library).

Jose Suh:

Typically the book The Babylonian Theory of the Planets (Princeton Legacy Library) has alot of knowledge
on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after perusing this book.

Glenn Pryor:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information coming
from abook. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Babylonian Theory of the Planets (Princeton Legacy Library) when you required it?
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