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There has been much talk about family values in recent years, but little examination of the economic forces
that are exploding family life and limiting the caregiving that families can provide. As Folbre points out in
her provocative and insightful new book, every society must confront the problem of balancing self-
interested pursuits with care for others—including children, the elderly, and the infirm. Historically, most
societies enjoyed an increased supply of care by maintaining strict limits on women’s freedom. But as these
limits happily and inevitably give way, there are many consequences for those who still need care.

Using the image of “the invisible heart” to evoke the forces of compassion that must temper the forces of
self-interest, Folbre argues that if we don’t establish a new set of rules defining our mutual responsibilities
for caregiving, the penalties suffered by the needy—our very families—will increase. Intensified economic
competition may drive altruism and families out of business.

A leading feminist economist, Nancy Folbre writes in a lively, personal style—Molly Ivins cheek-to-cheek
with John Kenneth Galbraith—and develops a distinctive approach to the economics of care. Unlike others
who praise family values, Folbre acknowledges the complicated relationship between women and altruism.
Her book offers new interpretations of such policy issues as welfare reform, school finance, and progressive
taxation, and it confronts the challenges of globalization, outlining strategies for developing an economic
system that rewards both individual achievement and care for others.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Lee:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Invisible Heart:
Economics and Family Values? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Judith Rayl:

The actual book The Invisible Heart: Economics and Family Values has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Trey Olivas:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Invisible Heart: Economics and
Family Values is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Clarence McKeever:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Invisible Heart: Economics and Family
Values was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Invisible
Heart: Economics and Family Values has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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