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One of the world's leading astronomers, Robert Kirshner, takes readersinside alively research team on the
guest that led them to an extraordinary cosmological discovery: the expansion of the universe is accelerating
under the influence of adark energy that makes space itself expand. In addition to sharing the story of this
exciting discovery, Kirshner also brings the science up-to-date in a new epilogue. He explains how the idea
of an accelerating universe--once a daring interpretation of sketchy data--is now the standard assumption in
cosmology today.

This measurement of dark energy--a quality of space itself that causes cosmic accel eration--pointsto a
gaping hole in our understanding of fundamental physics. In 1917, Einstein proposed the "cosmological
constant” to explain a static universe. When observations proved that the universe was expanding, he cast
this early form of dark energy aside. But recent observations described first-hand in this book show that the
cosmological constant--or something just like it--dominates the universe's mass and energy budget and
determines its fate and shape.

Warned by Einstein's blunder, and contradicted by the initial results of a competing research team, Kirshner
and his colleagues were reluctant to accept their own result. But, convinced by evidence built on their hard-
earned understanding of exploding stars, they announced their conclusion that the universeis accelerating in
February 1998. Other lines of inquiry and parallel supernova research now support a new synthesis of a
cosmos dominated by dark energy but also containing several forms of dark matter. Welivein an
extravagant universe with a surprising number of essential ingredients. the real universe we measure is not
the simplest one we could imagine.

This book invites any reader to share in the excitement of aremarkable adventure of discovery.
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From reader reviews:
Theodor e Rios:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asyou may
know that book is very important for us. The book The Extravagant Universe: Exploding Stars, Dark Energy,
and the Accelerating Cosmos (Princeton Science Library) was making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The Extravagant
Universe: Exploding Stars, Dark Energy, and the Accelerating Cosmos (Princeton Science Library) is not
only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou
can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book The
Extravagant Universe: Exploding Stars, Dark Energy, and the Accelerating Cosmos (Princeton Science
Library). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Mary Blackwell:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. The Extravagant Universe: Exploding Stars, Dark Energy, and the
Accelerating Cosmos (Princeton Science Library) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who
have those short spare time problems.

Rhonda Y owell:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Extravagant Universe:

Exploding Stars, Dark Energy, and the Accelerating Cosmos (Princeton Science Library) issimple to
develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Russdall Howell:

Isit you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Extravagant Universe:
Exploding Stars, Dark Energy, and the Accelerating Cosmos (Princeton Science Library) can be the respond
to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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